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Youth Faith Formation 

COVID Protocols 

Dear 2021-2022 Faith Formation families, 

 

Introduction 

As the start of Faith Formation approaches, we are excited for new beginnings and 

at the same time are aware of the new challenges we face as we continue to keep 

everyone safe. At this time, children under the age of 12 are not yet eligible for 

vaccination. Many have been wondering what impact this will have on Faith 

Formation this year and how we will be approaching the situation.   

 

The CDC is strongly encouraging students to return to in-person instruction 

wherever possible due to the pandemic’s impact over the past school year on 

increasing problems in mental, social and emotional health21. The pandemic has 

had a negative impact on our spiritual well-being, too. Nurturing strong faith in our 

young people is an important way to give them hope and resilience during these 

difficult times. We at Saint Thomas Aquinas will continue to respond to the COVID-

19 pandemic, to care for everyone in our parish family, and to keep everyone as 

safe as possible.  

 

General STA Building and Protocols 

For the safety and health of all parishioners, Saint Thomas Aquinas has worked to 

make our building as safe as possible. A few examples of how we continue to do so 

include the following: 

• Bathrooms, door handles, and other high traffic touch-points are wiped 

down and disinfected regularly. 

• Our HVAC systems throughout the entire building:  

o Have i-Wave air purifiers to reduce certain types of bacteria and 

viruses  which may be in the air2. 

o Have additional air filters which are regularly replaced. 

o Bring in fresh air from outside at all times. 

 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/mentalhealth/stress-coping/parental-resources/early-childhood/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/mentalhealth/stress-coping/parental-resources/childhood/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/mentalhealth/stress-coping/parental-resources/adolescence/index.html 

 
2 https://iwaveair.com/performance-data/ 
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• We ask that everyone who enters the buildings wear a mask, sanitize their 

hands, and respectfully monitor themselves for any illness that may affect 

others.  

 

We are grateful to God that at this time St. Thomas Aquinas does not have any 

reported cases of Covid traced back to our parish. Our efforts have been effective, 

and we want to continue doing all we can to keep children receiving in-person Faith 

Formation. Thank you to everyone for their great efforts while visiting our parish 

for Faith Formation, Mass, Adoration, and all other events. 

 

Protocols for 2021-2022 Faith Formation 

In addition to the protocols listed above under “General STA Building and 

Protocols,” the following are related specifically to Faith Formation. We will 

continue monitoring Public Health of Madison and Dane County guidelines and will 

adapt as needed. See the latest Q&A (dated 8/27/2021) at 

https://www.publichealthmdc.com/blog/back-to-school-qa-for-parents.  

 

Protocols for Faith Formation 

• Children’s health should be observed by caregiver/s before bringing them to 

the parish for Faith Formation. Children should stay home if they: 

a. Are feeling ill/experiencing any COVID symptoms  

b. Have been exposed to COVID 

For the safety and health of all, anyone who is feeling ill, has COVID 

symptoms, or has been exposed to COVID should follow the CDC instructions 

and quarantine as directed. Please contact Margarita Cabada at 

margarita@stamadison.org (elementary students) or Robert Rosa-Cruz at 

robert@stamadison.org (middle school/high school students) for follow up. 

• If your child is ill, but NOT experiencing symptoms associated with COVID-19, 

they should remain home until symptoms have resolved and they have been 

fever-free for greater than 24 hours without the use of fever-reducing 

medications. Please contact Margarita Cabada at 

margarita@stamadison.org (elementary students) or Robert Rosa-Cruz at 
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robert@stamadison.org (middle school/high school students) to get updated 

about what was reviewed in class and how to make it up (when applicable). 

• We will reduce traffic in/out of the building by setting up a drop off and pick 

up system. This will be shared in detail with parents at the parent meeting 

that will take place prior to starting  Faith Formation classes. 

• All people ages 2 years and older, regardless of vaccination status, should 

wear a mask while in the building. Please check CDC guidelines for 

appropriate use of masks3.  

• Children are to use hand sanitizer when they first enter the building. 

• The water bubbler will be shut off. If children need water, an adult will 

provide it for them in a small disposable cup.  

• Dismissal for elementary children will take place from the Social Hall.  

• Dismissal for Middle School children will take place from the Gathering Area.    

 

Families who choose not to have their children attend Faith Formation in person 

We will work with each family to set up a specific, structured plan to do Faith 

Formation at home. This is a good opportunity for parents to demonstrate to their 

children how faith is learned about and lived in their own family’s home. STA will 

provide textbooks and a list of supplemental ideas of activities to do together. A 

logbook will need to be completed, helping parents to document the content and 

activities they cover. This allows the at-home instruction to count as the child’s 

catechetical formation for the year (and as part of the two-year preparation for 

First Communion). With this option, families pay for the cost of the textbooks, but 

not the parish program’s enrollment fee.  

 

 

 

3 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html 


