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Homily for the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity- Year A 2020 

I. I’m feeling convicted today knowing that I am being called by 
the Holy Spirit to speak in the homily about RACISM. 
 

II. Speaking on racism, a sin against love of God and love of 
neighbor, has a clear connection to our Liturgical 
Celebration of the Most Holy Trinity. 
A. In the mystery of our Triune God, we have a 

communion of persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. God is a communion of love between these three 
persons. 

B. In our Triune God we see both diversity and unity 
C. We are made in the image and likeness of God out of love 

and for love:   
a. If we know God, then we can come to know how to 

love as God loves. 
b. Jesus came to show us the love of God, to reveal to us 

that God is love. “God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish but might have eternal life.” 

D. When we celebrate the Holy Trinity today, we celebrate 
love. 

 
III. So now let us turn to the topic of Racism The racial divide 

that we see in the headlines recently did not start when George 
Floyd was killed last week or when Ahmad Arbury was killed 
a month ago. 
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A. It goes back hundreds of years to the founding of our 
country, the treatment of the Native Americans and the evil 
of slavery. Even after slavery ended, there were lynchings, 
violence, and Jim Crow laws that legalized racial 
segregation and discrimination. 

B. In our own day, we only need to turn on the news, read the 
headlines, or look at social media to see sickening, heart-
wrenching displays of violence and racism toward people of 
color.  

 
IV. Although it can be overwhelming to know what to say, let me 

make two statements to begin with. 
1. First of all, racism is a sin, an evil that rejects the full 

humanity of some of God’s children and the talents and 
potential God has given them. We are all made in the 
image and likeness of God 
a) As a faith community we must speak out against racism 

and work to remove racism from social structures, our 
institutions, and our hearts. There is no room in our 
communion of love for this evil.  

2. Secondly, I also need to state our support for our local 
law enforcement personnel. We affirm those men and 
women of good character and high values who are 
committed to building trust in our communities. 
a. As a faith community we want to offer our support 
to law enforcement, civic leaders, the National Guard 
and citizens of good will who have heroically 
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responded in difficult and often dangerous 
circumstances to protect precious lives in our local 
community. There is no room in our communion of love 
to disregard those sacrifices either. 

b. We pray for an end to violence in our cities, 
knowing that violence undermines our cause for justice 
and healing.  
 

V. As people of faith, made in the image of our Triune God, 
we can be agents for healing by admitting Racism is a 
problem, examining our own consciences in order to repent 
from the sin of racism, and prioritizing prayer for an end 
to racism and for racial healing. 
A. We need to ask ourselves the uncomfortable questions.  

a. Are there any people who we fail to give the respect 
they deserve on account of being created in the image 
and likeness of God? 

b. Sin unites people around fear and hate.  Does this exist 
in our hearts?  

B.  Let our examination of conscience lead us to repent of the 
sin of racism, personally and as a society. 

 
VI. In my innocence, I used to think that prejudice and intolerance 

were a cancer of the past.  But I need to admit that racism is 
still a demon that we must fight in our own day.  As I 
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examined my own conscience this week, two incidents came to 
the foreground of my mind.  Two incidents, I must repent of. 

 
A. In 1991 when I was in high school, a group of us 

walked from the seminary to Elver Park to play basketball.  
When we got there some African American youths were 
already playing and so we went back and told our coach that 
we were going to just play in the gym.  He asked us why and 
we told him because there were black people there and we 
didn’t want to go over by them.  He asked us if we were 
racist and told us that we shouldn’t be afraid of them, we are 
all children of God. 

B. Another experience, more recently, happened at a social 
gathering and someone said to another person, could you 
please get my drink?  And he responded, “Get it yourself, 
I’m not your Mexican.”  And I didn’t speak out to voice my 
offense and displeasure with this unacceptable attitude.  For 
this time and any time I remained silent, I am truly sorry. 

 
VII. After admitting that racism is a problem, and after a personal 

examination of our own hearts to see what prejudices, or 
racist attitudes exist in our hearts, we need to educate 
ourselves. 

A. We need to look for resources, especially from people 
of color, that can help us to educate ourselves. 
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B.   With the internet there are now so many resources at our 
fingertips, we included some in our weekly email last 
week. 

VIII. Repentance and growing in our awareness, leads us deeper 
into prayer 
A. Prayer is the heart of our lives as disciples of Jesus. 
B.        What we pray about and what we believe affects how 

we act and live. 
C.       I encourage us to pray for those who are suffering from 

racism and ask God to help us to open our hearts to listen to 
them and suffer with them.  To pray for George Floyd and 
his family. 

D. Our prayer will motivate our actions and change how 
we think about others, how we can listen to their stories, and 
how I can behave towards others. 

E.   Prayer can help us discover our gifts and talents that God 
can use to bring healing to people and to communities. 

F.   Pray the rosary for racial healing.  I also included a prayer 
in this Sunday’s bulletin that you can add to your daily 
prayers. 

G. When we get through this COVID-19 time, you can 
come and pray with our brothers and sisters at our Spanish 
Mass to show solidarity with them. 
 

IX. As Christians, we must not be afraid to confront racism 
and act to heal the divisions and systemic injustice that exists. 
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A. The Lord Jesus can lead us through this dark moment 
into something bright and unexpected. 

B.  Racism, in all of its ugly forms, is not the end of the 
story. 

C.  Jesus, through his life, death and resurrection, makes all 
things new.   

D. The Holy Spirit can transform our hearts, and can help 
us transform our social structures and remove the scourge 
of racism. 

E.  Before God our Father, we are one human race, and God 
desires that we all dwell in harmony with one another. 

F. Let us be rich in diversity, but one in unity, just like Our 
Holy Triune God.  

 


