What is Conscience?
In Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship (no. 17), the Catholic Bishops of the
United States Conscience remind us:
“The Church equips its members to address
political and social questions by helping them to
develop a well-formed conscience. …Conscience
is not something that allows us to justify doing
whatever we want, nor is it a mere "feeling"
about what we should or should not do. Rather,
conscience is the voice of God resounding in the
human heart, revealing the truth to us and
calling us to do what is good while shunning
what is evil.”

Conscience is a judgment of practical reason that
helps us to recognize and seek what is good, and
to reject what is evil (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, no. 1778, 1796).

Conscience does not simply “come to us”!
Throughout our lives, we have to spend time
forming our consciences so that we can make wellreasoned judgments about particular situations.

How Do I Form My
Conscience?
As the bishops note in Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship, we need to form our
consciences in an ongoing manner. How do we do
this?
1) When examining any issue or situation,
we must begin by being open to the truth
and what is right.
2) We must study Sacred Scripture and the
teaching of the Church.
3) We must examine the facts and
background information about various
choices.
4) We must prayerfully reflect to discern
the will of God (Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, no. 18).
The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults
adds:

The Second Vatican Council wrote:
“Always summoning [one] to love good and
avoid evil, the voice of conscience can when
necessary speak to [one’s] heart more
specifically: do this, shun that” (Gaudium et
Spes 16).

5) The prudent advice and good example of
others support and enlighten our
conscience.
6) The authoritative teaching of the Church
is an essential element.
7) The gifts of the Holy Spirit help us
develop our conscience.
8) Regular examination of conscience is
important as well (p. 314).
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Reflections on
Conscience
From the Catechism of the Catholic Church
1777 Moral conscience,1 present at the heart of
the person, enjoins him at the appropriate
moment to do good and to avoid evil. It also
judges particular choices, approving those that
are good and denouncing those that are evil.2 It
bears witness to the authority of truth in
reference to the supreme Good to which the
human person is drawn, and it welcomes the
commandments. When he listens to his
conscience, the prudent man can hear God
speaking.
1778 Conscience is a judgment of reason
whereby the human person recognizes the moral
quality of a concrete act that he is going to
perform, is in the process of performing, or has
already completed. In all he says and does, man
is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows to
be just and right. It is by the judgment of his
conscience that man perceives and recognizes the
prescriptions of the divine law.
1

Cf. Rom 2:14-16.

2

Cf. Rom 1:32.

Reflections on
Conscience Formation

The education of the conscience guarantees
freedom and engenders peace of heart.
1785 In the formation of conscience the Word
of God is the light for our path,3 we must
assimilate it in faith and prayer and put it into
practice. We must also examine our conscience
before the Lord's Cross. We are assisted by the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or
advice of others and guided by the authoritative
teaching of the Church.4
3

Cf. Ps 119:105.

4

Cf. Dignitatis Humanae 14.

Reflection Questions

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church
1784 The education of the conscience is a
lifelong task. From the earliest years, it awakens
the child to the knowledge and practice of the
interior law recognized by conscience. Prudent
education teaches virtue; it prevents or cures
fear, selfishness and pride, resentment arising
from guilt, and feelings of complacency, born of
human weakness and faults.

1. What is conscience?

2. When has my conscience guided me to
“do good and avoid evil”?
3. What are some key resources I can use to
form my conscience?
4. Forming conscience is a “lifelong task.”
What do I do to regularly form my
conscience? What more should I do?

To download this and other helpful resources, visit www.faithfulcitizenship.org!
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Our Call as Catholic Citizens
What are fundamental moral issues
that need to be addressed?
As the U.S. bishops explain in Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), the
challenges facing our nation are many.
However, as the 2015 FCFC “Introductory
Note” points out, nine areas are particularly
pressing at this time:

 The ongoing destruction of over one
million innocent human lives each year by
abortion.
 Physician-assisted suicide.
 The redefinition of marriage – the vital cell
of society – by the courts, political bodies,
and increasingly by American culture itself.
 The excessive consumption of material
goods and the destruction of natural
resources, which harm both the
environment and the poor.
 The deadly attacks on fellow Christians
and religious minorities throughout the
world.
 The narrowing redefinition of religious
freedom, which threatens both individual
conscience and the freedom of the Church
to serve.
 Economic policies that fail to prioritize the
poor, at home and abroad.
 A broken immigration system and a
worldwide refugee crisis.
 Wars, terror, and violence that threaten
every aspect of human life and dignity.
IT IS IMPORTANT FOR ALL CITIZENS ‘TO
SEE BEYOND PARTY POLITICS, TO
ANALYZE CAMPAIGN RHETORIC
CRITICALLY, AND TO CHOOSE THEIR
POLITICAL LEADERS ACCORDING TO
PRINCIPLE, NOT PARTY AFFILIATION OR
MERE SELF-INTEREST.’
(FCFC, 41)

Why is protecting the unborn of such great
importance?

As Pope Francis explains, “Among the vulnerable for
whom the Church wishes to care with particular love and
concern are unborn children, the most defenceless and
innocent among us. Nowadays efforts are made to deny
them their human dignity and to do with them whatever
one pleases, taking their lives and passing laws preventing
anyone from standing in the way of this.… [T]his
defence of unborn life is closely linked to the defence of
each and every other human right. It involves the
conviction that a human being is always sacred and
inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of
development.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 213)

What about other human rights?

“The right to life implies and is linked to other human
rights – to the basic goods that every human person
needs to live and thrive. All the life issues are connected,
for erosion of respect for the life of any individual or
group in society necessarily diminishes respect for all life.
The moral imperative to respond to the needs of our
neighbors – basic needs such as food, shelter, health care,
education, and meaningful work – is universally binding
on our consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by a
variety of means. Catholics must seek the best ways to
respond to these needs.” (FCFC, 25)
“Catholic teaching about the dignity of life calls us to
oppose torture, unjust war, and the indiscriminate use of
drones for violent purposes; to prevent genocide and
attacks against noncombatants; to oppose racism; to
oppose human trafficking; and to overcome poverty and
suffering. Nations are called to protect the right to life by
seeking effective ways to combat evil and terror without
resorting to armed conflicts except as a last resort after all
peaceful means have failed, and to end the use of the
death penalty as a means of protecting society from
violent crime. We revere the lives of children in the
womb, the lives of persons dying in war and from
starvation, and indeed the lives of all human beings as
children of God. We stand opposed to these and all
activities that contribute to what Pope Francis has called
‘a throwaway culture.’” (FCFC, 45)
OVER

What is a just economy?

“Economic decisions and institutions should
be assessed according to whether they protect
or undermine the dignity of the human
person. Social and economic policies should
foster the creation of jobs for all who can
work with decent working conditions and just
wages. Barriers to equal pay and employment
for women and those facing unjust
discrimination must be overcome. Catholic
social teaching supports the right of workers
to choose whether to organize, join a union,
and bargain collectively, and to exercise these
rights without reprisal. It also affirms
economic freedom, initiative, and the right to
private property.” (FCFC, 73)

What is the state of religious liberty in
the U.S.?

“In the United States, religious freedom generally
enjoys strong protection in our law and culture, but
those protections are now in doubt. For example,
the longstanding tax exemption of the Church has
been explicitly called into question at the highest
levels of government, precisely because of her
teachings on marriage. Catholics have a particular
duty to make sure that protections like these do not
weaken but instead grow in strength. This is not
only to secure the just freedom of the Church and
the faithful here but also to offer hope and an
encouraging witness to those who suffer direct and
even violent religious persecution in countries where
the protection is far weaker.” (FCFC, 72)

What immigration reform does the
Church support?
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Which public policies help families?

Policies on taxes, work, divorce, immigration,
and welfare should uphold the God-given
meaning and value of marriage and family,
help families stay together, and reward
responsibility and sacrifice for children. Wages
should allow workers to support their families,
and public assistance should be available to
help poor families to live in dignity. Such
assistance should be provided in a manner that
promotes eventual financial autonomy.
(FCFC, 70)

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.

“Comprehensive reform … should include a broad
and fair legalization program with a path to
citizenship; a work program with worker
protections and just wages; family reunification
policies; access to legal protections, which include
due process procedures; refuge for those fleeing
persecution and violence; and policies to address
the root causes of migration. The right and
responsibility of nations to control their borders
and to maintain the rule of law should be
recognized but pursued in a just and humane
manner.” (FCFC, 81)

What can we do to protect the natural
environment and to assist the poor?
“Protecting the land, water, and air we share is a
religious duty of stewardship and reflects our
responsibility to born and unborn children, who are
most vulnerable to environmental assault. … The
United States should lead in contributing to the
sustainable development of poorer nations and
promoting greater justice in sharing the burden of
environmental blight, neglect, and recovery. It is
important that we address the rising number of
migrants who are uprooted from their homeland as a
consequence of environmental degradation and
climate change. They are not currently recognized as
refugees under any existing international convention
and are thus not afforded legal protections that ought
to be due to them.” (FCFC, 86)
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Forming Consciences
With separation of church and state, why does
the Catholic Church engage political issues?

As Pope Francis explains, “The Church’s pastors, taking
into account the contributions of the different sciences,
have the right to offer opinions on all that affects people’s
lives, since the task of evangelization implies and demands
the integral promotion of each human being. … An
authentic faith – which is never comfortable or completely
personal – always involves a deep desire to change the
world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow
better that we found it. We love this magnificent planet on
which God has put us, and we love the human family
which dwells here, with all its tragedies and struggles, its
hopes and aspirations, its strengths and weaknesses. The
earth is our common home and all of us are brothers and
sisters. If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the
state is a central responsibility of politics’, the Church
‘cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight
for justice’.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 182-3)
In addition, “the United States Constitution protects the
right of individual believers and religious bodies to
participate and speak out without government interference,
favoritism, or discrimination.” (FCFC, 11)

Aren’t Catholics supposed to follow their
individual conscience when voting?

Yes, but the key is that the individual conscience must be
well-formed. As Pope Francis has written, “We should
recognize how in a culture where each person wants to be
bearer of his or her own subjective truth, it becomes
difficult for citizens to devise a common plan which
transcends individual gain and personal ambitions.”
(Evangelii Gaudium, 61)
For Catholics, conscience presupposes some knowledge of
a higher moral law. This higher or divine law comes to us
from Scripture, Church teaching, and the natural law.

Why doesn’t the Church endorse
candidates?

As a moral voice in the public square, the
Church must remain independent of any
political party, faction, or candidate. Within
the Church, clergy and laity have different but
complementary roles. The charism of the
clergy is to preach the Gospel message so that
all may form their consciences properly.
The charism of the laity is to transform the
culture. In the political arena, lay men and
women do this by voting, serving in public
office, supporting or opposing candidates,
forming political parties, educating voters, and
developing or influencing public policy
between elections.

THE CHURCH IS NOT A POLITICAL
POWER, IT’S NOT A PARTY, BUT IT’S A
MORAL POWER. SINCE POLITICS
FUNDAMENTALLY SHOULD BE A
MORAL ENTERPRISE, THE CHURCH IN
THIS SENSE HAS SOMETHING TO SAY
ABOUT POLITICS.
(Pope Benedict XVI, Interview en route
to Mexico, March 23, 2012)

OVER

WHEN NECESSARY, OUR
PARTICIPATION SHOULD HELP
TRANSFORM THE PARTY TO WHICH
WE BELONG; WE SHOULD NOT LET
THE PARTY TRANSFORM US IN
SUCH A WAY THAT WE NEGLECT
OR DENY FUNDAMENTAL MORAL
TRUTHS OR APPROVE
INTRINSICALLY EVIL ACTS.
(FCFC, 14)

What are fundamental moral issues
that need to be addressed?
As the U.S. bishops explain in Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), the
challenges facing our nation are many.
However, as the 2015 FCFC “Introductory
Note” points out, nine areas are particularly
pressing at this time:

 The ongoing destruction of over one
million innocent human lives each year by
abortion.
 Physician-assisted suicide.
 The redefinition of marriage – the vital cell
of society – by the courts, political bodies,
and increasingly by American culture itself.
 The excessive consumption of material
goods and the destruction of natural
resources, which harm both the
environment and the poor.
 The deadly attacks on fellow Christians and
religious minorities throughout the world.
 The narrowing redefinition of religious
freedom, which threatens both individual
conscience and the freedom of the Church
to serve.
 Economic policies that fail to prioritize the
poor, at home and abroad.
 A broken immigration system and a
worldwide refugee crisis.
 Wars, terror, and violence that threaten
every aspect of human life and dignity.
To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.

What if no party or candidate adequately
addresses these moral issues?

“Catholics often face difficult choices about how to
vote. This is why it is so important to vote
according to a well-formed conscience that perceives
the proper relationship among moral goods. A
Catholic cannot vote for a candidate who favors a
policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as
abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide, deliberately
subjecting workers or the poor to sub-human living
conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate
its essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the
voter’s intent is to support that position. In such
cases a Catholic would be guilty of formal
cooperation in grave evil. At the same time, a voter
should not use a candidate’s opposition to an
intrinsic evil to justify indifference or inattentiveness
to other important moral issues involving human life
and dignity.” (FCFC, 34)
“There may be times when a Catholic who rejects a
candidate’s unacceptable position even on policies
promoting an intrinsically evil act may reasonably
decide to vote for that candidate for other morally
grave reasons. Voting in this way would be
permissible only for truly grave moral reasons, not
to advance narrow interests or partisan preferences
or to ignore a fundamental moral evil.” (FCFC, 35)
“When all candidates hold a position in favor of an
intrinsic evil, the conscientious voter faces a
dilemma. The voter may decide to take the
extraordinary step of not voting for any candidate
or, after careful deliberation, may decide to vote for
the candidate deemed less likely to advance such a
morally flawed position and more likely to pursue
other authentic human goods.” (FCFC, 36)
“In making these decisions, it is essential for
Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience
that recognizes that all issues do not carry the same
moral weight and that the moral obligation to
oppose policies promoting intrinsically evil acts has
a special claim on our consciences and our actions.
These decisions should take into account a
candidate’s commitments, character, integrity, and
ability to influence a given issue. In the end, this is a
decision to be made by each Catholic guided by a
conscience formed by Catholic moral
teaching.” (FCFC, 37)
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Life & Dignity of the Human Person
What about other human rights?
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Why is protecting the unborn of such
great importance?

As Pope Francis explains, “Among the vulnerable
for whom the Church wishes to care with particular
love and concern are unborn children, the most
defenceless and innocent among us. Nowadays
efforts are made to deny them their human dignity
and to do with them whatever one pleases, taking
their lives and passing laws preventing anyone from
standing in the way of this. … [T]his defence of
unborn life is closely linked to the defence of each
and every other human right. It involves the
conviction that a human being is always sacred and
inviolable, in any situation and at every stage of
development.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 213)

HUMAN BEINGS ARE ENDS IN
THEMSELVES AND NEVER A MEANS OF
RESOLVING OTHER PROBLEMS. ONCE
THIS CONVICTION DISAPPEARS, SO DO
SOLID AND LASTING FOUNDATIONS FOR
THE DEFENCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS….

“The right to life implies and is linked to other
human rights – to the basic goods that every
human person needs to live and thrive. All the
life issues are connected, for erosion of respect
for the life of any individual or group in society
necessarily diminishes respect for all life. The
moral imperative to respond to the needs of
our neighbors – basic needs such as food,
shelter, health care, education, and meaningful
work – is universally binding on our
consciences and may be legitimately fulfilled by
a variety of means. Catholics must seek the
best ways to respond to these needs.” (FCFC,
25)
“Catholic teaching about the dignity of life calls
us to oppose torture, unjust war, and the
indiscriminate use of drones for violent
purposes; to prevent genocide and attacks
against noncombatants; to oppose racism; to
oppose human trafficking; and to overcome
poverty and suffering. Nations are called to
protect the right to life by seeking effective
ways to combat evil and terror without
resorting to armed conflicts except as a last
resort after all peaceful means have failed, and
to end the use of the death penalty as a means
of protecting society from violent crime. We
revere the lives of children in the womb, the
lives of persons dying in war and from
starvation, and indeed the lives of all human
beings as children of God. We stand opposed
to these and all activities that contribute to
what Pope Francis has called ‘a throwaway
culture.’” (FCFC, 45)

((Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 213)
OVER

Poverty & Economic Justice
What is a just economy?

The Church calls on us to use all our spiritual, moral,
and intellectual energies to create a new order – “a
society of free work, of enterprise and of participation.
Such a society is not directed against the market, but
demands that the market be appropriately controlled
by the forces of society and by the State, so as to
guarantee that the basic needs of the whole of society
are satisfied.” (St. John Paul II, Centesimus Annus, 35)
“Economic decisions and institutions should be
assessed according to whether they protect or
undermine the dignity of the human person. Social
and economic policies should foster the creation of
jobs for all who can work with decent working
conditions and just wages. Barriers to equal pay and
employment for women and those facing unjust
discrimination must be overcome. Catholic social
teaching supports the right of workers to choose
whether to organize, join a union, and bargain
collectively, and to exercise these rights without
reprisal. It also affirms economic freedom, initiative,
and the right to private property.” (FCFC, 73)

Why is there a growing gap between the
rich and the poor?

As Pope Francis has written, “This imbalance is the
result of ideologies which defend the absolute
autonomy of the marketplace and financial speculation.
Consequently, they reject the right of states, charged
with vigilance for the common good, to exercise any
form of control. … Debt and the accumulation of
interest also make it difficult for countries to realize
the potential of their own economies and keep citizens
from enjoying their real purchasing power. To all this
we can add widespread corruption and self-serving tax
evasion, which have taken on worldwide
dimensions.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 56)

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.

What can we do about poverty?

Jesus told us that the poor will always be with
us. But this does not absolve us from our
responsibility to help liberate those living in
poverty. “Welfare policy should reduce poverty
and dependency, strengthen family life, and help
families leave poverty through work, training,
and assistance with child care, health care,
housing, and transportation. Given the link
between family stability and economic success,
welfare policy should address both the
economic and cultural factors that contribute to
family breakdown. It should also provide a
safety net for those who cannot work.
Improving the Earned Income Tax Credit and
child tax credits, available as refunds to families
in greatest need, will help lift low-income
families out of poverty.” (FCFC, 75)

THE DIGNITY OF EACH HUMAN
PERSON AND THE PURSUIT OF
THE COMMON GOOD ARE
CONCERNS WHICH OUGHT TO
SHAPE ALL ECONOMIC POLICIES.
(Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 203)

What are the effects of consumerism?
As Pope Francis has written, “Human beings
are themselves considered consumer goods to
be used and then discarded. We have created a
‘throw away’ culture which is now spreading.
… To sustain a lifestyle which excludes others,
or to sustain enthusiasm for that selfish ideal, a
globalization of indifference has developed.
Almost without being aware of it, we end up
being incapable of feeling compassion at the
outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s
pain, and feeling a need to help them, as though
all this were someone else’s responsibility and
not our own. The culture of prosperity deadens
us; we are thrilled if the market offers us
something new to purchase. In the meantime
all those lives stunted for lack of opportunity
seem a mere spectacle; they fail to move
us.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 53-54)
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Religious Liberty
Why is religious liberty vital?

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, the
right to religious freedom and freedom of
conscience is “based on the very nature of the
human person, whose dignity enables him freely
to assent to the divine truth….” (no. 2106) This
freedom must never be coerced, for to do so is
to injure human beings in their relationship with
God.
As Pope Francis has explained, “Our various
religious traditions serve society primarily by the
message they proclaim. They call individuals
and communities to worship God, the source of
all life, liberty and happiness. … Our rich
religious traditions seek to offer meaning and
direction, ‘they have an enduring power to open
new horizons, to stimulate thought, to expand
the mind and heart’ (Evangelii Gaudium, 256).
They call to conversion, reconciliation, concern
for the future of society, self-sacrifice in the
service of the common good, and compassion
for those in need. At the heart of their spiritual
mission is the proclamation of the truth and
dignity of the human person and all human
rights.” (Speech at Independence Mall in
Philadelphia, September 26, 2015)

What about the rights of nonbelievers?
As Pope Francis has written, “As believers, we
also feel close to those who do not consider
themselves part of any religious tradition, yet
sincerely seek the truth, goodness and beauty
which we believe have their highest expression
and source in God. We consider them as
precious allies in the commitment to defending
human dignity, in building peaceful coexistence
between peoples and in protecting
creation.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 257).
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What is the state of religious liberty in
the U.S.?

“In the United States, religious freedom generally
enjoys strong protection in our law and culture, but
those protections are now in doubt. For example,
the longstanding tax exemption of the Church has
been explicitly called into question at the highest
levels of government, precisely because of her
teachings on marriage. Catholics have a particular
duty to make sure that protections like these do
not weaken but instead grow in strength. This is
not only to secure the just freedom of the Church
and the faithful here but also to offer hope and an
encouraging witness to those who suffer direct and
even violent religious persecution in countries
where the protection is far weaker.” (FCFC, 72)

FROM ENDING THE SLAVE TRADE, TO
SECURING CIVIL RIGHTS, FROM
ERECTING HOSPITALS AND SCHOOLS,
TO HELPING THE UNBORN, THE
HOMELESS, AND THE HUNGRY —
PEOPLE OF FAITH HAVE LED THE WAY.

OVER

Immigration & Solidarity
Why is the Church committed to
immigration reform?

As the Wisconsin bishops wrote in their 2012
pastoral letter, Traveling Together in Hope:
“As Catholics, we uphold the sanctity and dignity of
every human life, from conception to natural death.
We affirm that every human being is created in
God’s image through His boundless love. Just as
we work to protect the innocent unborn, 40 million
of whom have already lost their lives, so we cannot
turn our backs on the 12 million immigrants in our
midst who long to live freely and fully.”

What about people who are in our
country illegally?

Wisconsin’s bishops acknowledge that the rule of
law is essential to maintaining a stable society.
However, they explain that Americans “have to
acknowledge that some of our foreign and domestic
policies and practices have contributed to the illegal
entry of immigrants. Our nation’s incessant
demand for inexpensive goods and services is one
of the driving forces behind the export of American
jobs and the hiring of immigrant workers. Our
nation is a magnet for immigrants because there is
work here and because of the international disparity
in wages. Our aging population needs younger
workers.” (Traveling Together in Hope)

What immigration reform does the
Church support?

“Comprehensive reform … should include a
broad and fair legalization program with a
path to citizenship; a work program with
worker protections and just wages; family
reunification policies; access to legal
protections, which include due process
procedures; refuge for those fleeing
persecution and violence; and policies to
address the root causes of migration. The
right and responsibility of nations to control
their borders and to maintain the rule of law
should be recognized but pursued in a just
and humane manner.” (FCFC, 81)
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What more can be done to help
those fleeing poverty, violence, and
persecution?

As Pope Francis explains, “The Church
stands at the side of all who work to defend
each person’s right to live with dignity, first
and foremost by exercising the right not to
emigrate and to contribute to the
development of one’s country of origin.
This process should include, from the outset,
the need to assist the countries which
migrants and refugees leave. This will
demonstrate that solidarity, cooperation,
international interdependence and the
equitable distribution of the earth’s goods are
essential for more decisive efforts, especially
in areas where migration movements begin,
to eliminate those imbalances which lead
people, individually or collectively, to
abandon their own natural and cultural
environment.” (Pope Francis, Message for
World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 2016)
To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.
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Marriage & Family
Why are marriage and family essential?
“The family founded upon marriage is the basic
cell of human society. The role, responsibilities,
and needs of families should be central national
priorities. Marriage must be defined, recognized,
and protected as a lifelong exclusive commitment
between a man and a woman, and as the source
of the next generation and the protective haven
for children. The institution of marriage is
undermined by the ideology of ‘gender’ that
dismisses sexual difference and the
complementarity of the sexes and falsely presents
‘gender’ as nothing more than a social construct
or psychological reality, which a person may
choose at variance with his or her biological
reality (see Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the
Church, no. 224). As Pope Francis has taught, ‘the
removal of [sexual] difference creates a problem,
not a solution’ (General Audience, April 22,
2015). … This affirmation in no way
compromises the Church’s opposition to unjust
discrimination against those who experience
‘deep-seated homosexual tendencies,’ who ‘must
be accepted with respect, compassion, and
sensitivity’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.
2358).” (FCFC, 70)

Which public policies help families?

“Policies on taxes, work, divorce, immigration,
and welfare should uphold the God-given
meaning and value of marriage and family, help
families stay together, and reward responsibility
and sacrifice for children. Wages should allow
workers to support their families, and public
assistance should be available to help poor
families to live in dignity. Such assistance should
be provided in a manner that promotes eventual
financial autonomy.” (FCFC, 70)
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What rights do children have?

“Pope Francis has stressed, ‘Children have a
right to grow up in a family with a father and
a mother capable of creating a suitable
environment for the child’s development and
emotional maturity’ (Address on the
Complementarity Between Man and Woman,
Nov. 17, 2014). Children who may be placed
in foster care or with adoptive parents have a
right to be placed in homes with a married
man and woman, or if not possible, in
environments that do not contradict the
authentic meaning of marriage. Child welfare
service providers, consistent with their
religious beliefs, have a right to place children
in such homes rather than in other
environments. We oppose contraceptive and
abortion mandates in public programs and
health plans, which endanger rights of
conscience and can interfere with parents’
right to guide the moral formation of their
children.” (FCFC, 71)

OVER

Care for Creation
What can we do to protect the
natural environment and to assist
the poor?
“Protecting the land, water, and air we share

is a religious duty of stewardship and reflects
our responsibility to born and unborn
children, who are most vulnerable to
environmental assault. … There are many
concrete steps we can take to assure justice
and solidarity between the generations. …
Our Conference offers a distinctive call to
seriously address global climate change,
focusing on the virtue of prudence, pursuit of
the common good, and the impact on the
poor, particularly on vulnerable workers and
the poorest nations. The United States
should lead in contributing to the sustainable
development of poorer nations and
promoting greater justice in sharing the
burden of environmental blight, neglect, and
recovery. It is important that we address the
rising number of migrants who are uprooted
from their homeland as a consequence of
environmental degradation and climate
change. They are not currently recognized as
refugees under any existing international
convention and are thus not afforded legal
protections that ought to be due to them.”
(FCFC, 86)

ALONG WITH THE IMPORTANCE OF
LITTLE EVERYDAY GESTURES, SOCIAL
LOVE MOVES US TO DEVISE LARGER
STRATEGIES TO HALT
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND
TO ENCOURAGE A ‘CULTURE OF CARE’
WHICH PERMEATES ALL OF SOCIETY.
(Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 231)

To learn more about the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (FCFC), visit
www.faithfulcitizenship.org and www.wisconsincatholic.org.
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What about ensuring that fewer people
are born into poverty?

As Pope Francis explains, “Instead of resolving
the problems of the poor and thinking of how the
world can be different, some can only propose a
reduction in the birth rate. At times, developing
countries face forms of international pressure
which make economic assistance contingent on
certain policies of ‘reproductive health’…. To
blame population growth instead of extreme and
selective consumerism on the part of some, is one
way of refusing to face the issues. It is an attempt
to legitimize the present model of distribution,
where a minority believes that it has the right to
consume in a way which can never be
universalized, since the planet could not even
contain the waste products of such consumption.
Besides, we know that approximately a third of all
food produced is discarded, and ‘whenever food
is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from the
table of the poor’. Still, attention needs to be paid
to imbalances in population density, on both
national and global levels, since a rise in
consumption would lead to complex regional
situations, as a result of the interplay between
problems linked to environmental pollution,
transport, waste treatment, loss of resources and
quality of life.” (Laudato Si’, 50)

