
Regular Mass Schedule 
Saturday .................................................. ....................... 4:30 PM 

Sunday: Masses in English ................................ . 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

                                Misa en español/Mass in Spanish ....................... 6:30 PM 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday...................................... 8:30 AM 

Tuesday .................................................. ......................... 5:30 PM 

Thursday ........................................................................ 7:30 AM 

Confession 
Saturdays, 3:15–4:10 PM 

Sundays, 9:00–9:50 AM 

Prayer, Devotion, and Adoration 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Monday after Mass 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Wednesday after Mass 
Morning Prayer: Thursday after Mass 
Rosario en español: Thursday, 6:00–7:00 PM 

Rosary in English: Friday, 8:05 AM 

Adoration: Monday, 2:00–4:00 PM 

 Tuesday, 4:30–5:25 PM 

 Friday, 9:00–10:00 AM 

Parish Staff 
Pastor: Fr. Bart Timmerman, 833-2600 

Pastoral Associate: Erik Gyr, erik@stamadison.org 

Music Ministries: Gregory Buchberger, greg@stamadison.org 

Director of Evangelization and Parish Outreach:  
Jennifer Ludtke, jennifer@stamadison.org 

Middle/High School: Dominick Meyer, dominick@stamadison.org 

Children & Families/Hispanic Ministry:  
Lorianne Aubut, lorianne@stamadison.org 

Director of Discipleship: Holly Irving, holly@stamadison.org 

Business Manager: Patrick O’Loughlin, patrick@stamadison.org 

Facilities/Community Minister:  
Ismael Covarrubias, ismael@stamadison.org 

Administrative:  
Main office: Mary Bailey, mary@stamadison.org, 833-2600 
Main office/bulletin: Clarice Hinrichs, clarice@stamadison.org 
RE/Stewardship: Terri Kopplin, terri@stamadison.org, 833-2606 
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From the Desk of Fr. Bart 
Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Please see Lawrence’s article on page 3 for a reflection 
on this Sunday’s readings. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
On behalf of myself and our entire STA Parish Staff, I wish all of 
you and your families a very happy and blessed Thanksgiving!  
When I count my blessings, I count our STA parish as one of the 
greatest blessings in my life.  Often when asked to name a special 
family time, people’s responses involve meals, especially, Thanks-
giving Dinner!  This special meal and family togetherness is also a 
sacred time.  May God bless our families this Thanksgiving; may we 
all grow in love for each other in our family and give thanks to God 
who is the maker of all human families and our abiding peace.  
Please see the schedule for our Thanksgiving Liturgies on this page!  
Here is a prayer you can pray at your Thanksgiving Dinner: 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
Father in Heaven, Creator of all and source of all goodness and love, 
please look kindly upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude in this 
time of giving thanks.  

Thank you for all the graces and blessings you have bestowed upon 
us, spiritual and temporal: our faith and religious heritage. our food 
and shelter, our health, the love we have for one another, our family 
and friends. 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued 
graces and blessing throughout the coming year. 

This we ask in the Name of Jesus, Your Son and our Brother. Amen. 

STA St. Vincent de Paul Conference (SVdP) 
We are so grateful for the wonderful parishioners who make up our 
STA Conference of St. Vincent de Paul.  They give of themselves to 
perform excellent ministry in our community by helping and serving 
people in need.  Please take note of the envelope in the November 
packet that is marked for SVdP.  Please consider what you can do 
financially for this ministry by making a donation and putting the 
envelope in our Sunday collection.  Additionally, the collection  
taken up at our 9:00 AM Thanksgiving Day Mass is set aside each 
year to go towards our SVdP Conference.  Our STA Conference’s 
only source of income comes from the donations of our own parish-
ioners.  Thanks for your continued generosity. 

Five Year Vision Plan: Making Disciples! 
I want to touch upon two important developments that are part of our 
STA Five Year Vision Plan: 

Video Blog 
Last week I began work on my new video blog.  This is a new meth-
od of evangelization that we are employing as part of our Five Year 
Vision Plan in the New Evangelization.  I am very anxious and  
excited to see how the videos turn out and I hope you enjoy watch-
ing them as much as I enjoyed making them! 

ME25 Results 
Please be sure to read over the summary of the results that we  
received from our survey that we took the weekend of October 
21/22.  Thank you to all who participated in the survey and for those 
who helped to administer and tabulate the surveys.  I feel the results 
are very helpful to us as we move forward with our future planning. 

Prayer for Life 
For our parish community:  
May the Holy Spirit reveal to each of us 
how we are called to share  
the Gospel of life with joy;  
We pray to the Lord:  
 
Por nuestra comunidad parroquial:  
que el Espíritu Santo revele a cada uno de nosotros 
cómo estamos llamados a compartir  
el Evangelio de la vida con alegría;  
roguemos al Señor:  

Thanksgiving Worship & Prayer 
Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Thursday, November 23 at 9:00 AM at STA 

Music for our annual Thanksgiving Day Mass will be 
provided by the Parish Adult Choir and the Choristers. 

The offering at the Thanksgiving Mass will go to  
support our parish conference of the Society of  
St. Vincent de Paul.  If you are unable to attend at 
Thanksgiving, we encourage you to use the special 
envelope in your envelope packet to support the work 
of this amazing community of dedicated Catholics in 
their commitment to serving Christ in the poor. 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service 

Wednesday, November 22 at 6:30 PM 

Madison Christian Community Church 
7118 Old Sauk Rd, Madison  

This year, members 
of our St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic 
Church will be join-
ing our brothers and 
sisters from Advent 
Lutheran Church, 
E.L.C.A. and Com-
munity of Hope, 
U.C.C. this year on the Wednesday before Thanksgiv-
ing to pray together.  Praying together with other 
Christians is an excellent way to engage in authentic 
ecumenism, which does not ask us to compromise our 
faith and is essential for Christian Unity.  

In Crossing the Threshold of Hope, Saint Pope John 
Paul II speaks of the urgent need for Christian unity: 
"By the year 2000 we need to be more united, more 
willing to advance along the path toward the unity for 
which Christ prayed on the eve of His Passion. This 
unity is enormously precious. In a certain sense, the 
future of the Kingdom of God in the world is at stake.” 
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Reflection from  

Our Parish Seminarian,  

Lawrence Oparaji 
What talents do you have and how 
do you use them? Many people be-
lieve that talents are rare gifts for a 
few people, but in fact, every person has talents.  
Not many people develop their talents, so many re-
main dormant. In the Parable of the Talents Jesus 
told a story of a Master who summoned his servants 
and gave five talents of gold to one, two to another, 
and three to the third. When the Master returned 
from his journey he called the three servants to come 
and give account of their stewardship. This parable 
illustrates the importance of accountability. 

In the Gospel, Jesus uses the parable of the talents to 
remind us that in due time, each of us must render a 
good account to Him as our Lord and King. God has 
endowed us differently according to our various ca-
pacities. He also expects us as devoted and faithful 
children to render a good account of the “talents” he 
has endowed us with. While Jesus’ parable challeng-
es all of us to put to full use all the potentials that 
God has given us for the sake of the kingdom, He 
most importantly, instructs us, His disciples, to en-
dure through difficult times and to live in anticipa-
tion of His return.  

This parable reminds us of the inevitability of the 
Lord’s coming and how we as His disciples ought to 
live in expectation of His great return. Furthermore, 
it depicts how we are to display faithfulness as we 
anticipate the return of Christ our head. Therefore, 
while we wait for the Lord’s return, it must not be in 
idleness, but we must be industrious and active by 
bearing effective witness. It is true that like the three 
servants, we do not have gifts of the same degree, 
but God expects of us a result that is commensurate 
with the gifts He has given to us. We must use what-
ever talents we have been given to the best of our 
ability for God’s glory. Let us ask God to help us be 
good stewards of the many gifts and talents He has 
given us. 

 

Community Meal Program THIS 

Wednesday 
STA parishioners provide the noon meal at Luke House 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month.  This month, 

that is the day before Thanksgiving, this Wednesday, 
November 22.  If you signed up to provide food, please 

get it to the parish by 10 AM Nov. 22.  And please re-
turn the survey that we mailed out to all people listed in 
our records as participants in the program. 

“Gifts From the Heart” 
Christmas Gifts for STA Neighbors in Need 
November 18 - December 3 
Once again St. Thomas Aquinas parishion-
ers will have the opportunity to help make  
Christmas brighter for our neighbors.  

From Saturday, November 18, through Sunday, December 3, please 
take an ornament from the display wall that says “Giving from the 
Heart”, next to the main receptionist window in the Gathering Area. 
These ornaments contain gift requests from our neighbors in need. We 
invite you to take an ornament, buy the requested item and place it 

• Unwrapped, with ornament attached on the outside 

• In the alcove to the left of the fireplace in the gathering area 

• By Sunday, December 3 

• Gift cards may be handed in at the office or placed in the marked 
box by the main receptionist window. 

We also encourage you to bring unwrapped gifts of toys and clothing 
for children and teens, which will be taken to St. Vincent de Paul and 
shared with the needy throughout the city. Donations of wrapping paper 
and ribbons to hand out are also appreciated. Bringing gifts in by the 

due date is important to help distribution. Thank you for your 

promptness and, especially, for your generosity! 

 

Christmas Food Baskets for Our Neighbors! 
During the Christmas season, you can make a difference by giving 

back to our neighbors in need. This year’s collection begins now 
and will continue through December 15.  Sorting and packing will 

be Friday, December 15, and delivery will be Saturday, December 
16.  If you know of a family that can use a basket, please give the 
parish their name, address and phone number. 

These items are needed: 
canned fruits laundry detergent 

canned vegetables toothpaste 

cereal shampoo 

peanut butter canned juice  

soup pasta/rice 

macaroni & cheese canned meals/spaghetti/ravioli 

Sign-up sheets for the sorting/packing and delivery will be placed on 
a table in the Gathering Area as we get closer to the big event.  As 
always, we need many volunteers to sort the donations, pack the 
baskets, and deliver the food to the families waiting for them. 
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Discipleship with Holly Irving 
Discipleship Moment 
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.”  - MATTHEW 25:13 

Many of us put off doing something because we 
think we are too busy.  We’ve all said, “I’ll do it 
later when I have time.”  Unfortunately, too 
many of us apply this attitude to our Faith.  Jesus’ call is urgent, 
in the here and now, in your current circumstances.  Don’t de-

lay! How is God calling you to live as a disciple of Christ? 

Discipleship Is Using God’s Gifts to Benefit Others! ! 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus delivers the parable of the talents; using 

the example of money rather than abilities or skills. It’s a story 
about investments, risks and returns. Disciples understand that 
God has given them an abundance of spiritual gifts. They know 
God doesn’t want them to simply receive these blessings and 
bury them in fear, but to multiply them; to use these gifts to 

serve Him and others; to spread Christ’s Good News; to go and 

make disciples of others. Good disciples invest what God has 
given them in the service of others and are prepared to render an 
account when the Lord returns. Reflect this week on how you 
are returning your own God-given gifts back to God with  
increase. (Based on ICSC) 

Ministry of the Week - Vocation Ministry  
I would like to thank everyone who stopped and wrote encourag-

ing words or signed a card for our seminarians.  I just received a 

thank you note and wanted to share it!  “Thanks to all of you!  

You make me feel welcomed and at home.”  Luis Reyes. 

Bequests and Wills 

We have drawn spiritual and academic life from our parish.  
What return will we make of these gifts?  Shall we give to God 
sufficient return for our gifts?  Consider a life culminating gift 
through your Will. For bequests, the legal name of the parish is 

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Congregation. Please contact Hol-
ly at 833-2600 or holy@stamadison.org if you have questions. 

Music & Liturgy 
By Greg Buchberger, Director of Music Ministries 

Children’s Choir for Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00 PM 
Students in grade 4 and up are invited to join our STA 
Choristers for our Christmas Eve Children’s Mass.  If you 
or your children would like to be involved with leading our 
sung prayer during this Mass, please contact Greg for more 
information and to confirm your spot! This is a wonderful 
opportunity for students to share their talents during this 
most wonderful time of the year! High school students are 
also welcome to join us!  Don’t delay! 

Rehearsals are: 

• Saturday, Dec. 2, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

Rehearsal in Music Room 

• Saturday, Dec. 9, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  

Rehearsal in Music Room 

• Saturday, Dec. 16, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  

Rehearsal in Church 

• Saturday, Dec. 23 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM  

Rehearsal in Church 

• Mass is: Sunday, Dec. 24 3:00 PM  

Warm-ups in Music Room 

Ideally, students would be in attendance for all four  
rehearsals, but we are happy to work around your schedule 
as needed.  Parent helpers are also needed.  Please contact 
me if you are interested!  I’m looking forward to hearing 
your beautiful voices at our first rehearsal on Saturday,  
December 2. 

Contact Greg at: greg@stamadison.org or call  
608-833-2600 x869. 

Weekly Stewardship of Treasure 
November 11/12 
Envelope Offerings............................................................. $13,005 
Offertory .............................................................................. $1,303 
Children’s Offerings ................................................................ $168 
Total .............................................................................. $14,476 
Building Fund ........................................................................... $485 
Capital Improvement Fund ...................................................... $235 
Hurricane Collection ............................................................. $5,629 
St. Vincent du Paul ................................................................... $330 
International Combined Collection ............................................$25 

Thank you for your generosity and support of our mission 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish! 

Counters Schedule 
Monday, November 20 

Bernice Bariola and Dan Gronemus 

Monday, November 27 

Don Mahoney and Sara Marx 

The Holiday Bake Sale is Coming! 
Our annual Christmas Bake Sale will be held December 9 and 
10 before and after all weekend Masses.  We need you to bake 

your favorite cookie, bar, candy or other holiday treat. Your 
generosity will make this fun event a success and bring Christ-
mas cheer to our neighbors. Proceeds from the sale will help to 
fill the Christmas Food Baskets.  Sign-up sheets and more infor-
mation are in the Gathering Area. 

Please contact Holly at holy@stamadison.org or 833-2600 if 
you have questions. 



This Week at St. Thomas Aquinas 
Monday, November 20 
Bereavement Series starts, Upper Conference Room  ............... 6:30 PM 

Tuesday, November 21 
Men’s Evening of Recollection ..................................................... 6:00 PM 

Justice and Peace Commission Meeting, Lower Conf. Rm.  ....... 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, November 22 
Community Meal Program: Please have food here by 10 AM 

Toddler Time, Nursery and Upper Conference Room ................. 9:00 AM 

Thursday, November 23: Thanksgiving Day 
Thanksgiving Day Mass .............................................................. 9:00 AM 

Parish closed all day after Mass 

Friday, November 24 
Parish closed all day; no Mass or adoration 

Saturday, November  
Gifts from the Heart and Christmas Basket Collections 

Sunday, November  
Gifts from the Heart and Christmas Basket Collections 
 

Care Facility Liturgies This Week 
Oakwood: No liturgy this week 

Brookdale: No liturgy this week 

Sebring: Sunday, November 26, Word and Communion 

CW4 Steve Artz, brother of Sue Ziegler and Judy Rossa 

SSG Michael Bosold, nephew of Sharon Michel 

Owen Carle, grandson of Glynn and Shirley Rossa 

SFC Enrique Andres Cervantes, cousin of Maria McHugh 

Anthony Church, grandson of Clara Church 

Major Tim Doll, nephew of Jerry and Mary Ann Doll 

A1C Colin Donovan, cousin of Pat Korger 

A1C Charles (Gus) Dorais, grandson of Mary Kay Dorais 

Lt. Colonel Michael Everton, brother of Jennifer Doering 

Captain Alex Harms, son of Bruce and Judy Harms 

Airman First Class Brianna Herreid, granddaughter of Ken 

and Joyce Niesen!
A1C Nicholas Jones, grandson of Mary and Gordon Samuelsen 

SSGT Mark Jurakovich, brother of Gina Levesque 

LT Bradley Kirschbaum, grandson of Tom and Sally Ellis 

SSGT Mike Levesque, brother of Chad Levesque 

1st Lt. Steve Nooyen, nephew of Mike and Ilene Schmiedlin 

Major Stuart Mark Slattery, grandson of Thomas & Loretta 

Slattery 

Steven Thomas, brother of Linda Galang 

SGT Jack Vilim, nephew of Mary Crave 

A1C Blake E. Westbrook, grandson of Diane Genske 

CPL Alyssa Rivera, cousin of Fr. Bart Timmerman 

SPC Shalice Hood, friend of Alyssa Rivera  

Resources for Human Needs 
www.momhelps.org/: Middleton Outreach Ministry (food, housing, 

utilities, clothing) 

www.womenscarecenter.org/Madison.html: Women’s Care Center 

(counseling, ultrasounds) 

www.catholiccharitiesofmadison.org/: Catholic Charities (adoption, 

aging services, developmental disabilities, counseling, substance abuse 

treatment, etc.) 

www.cmcmadison.org/: Catholic Multicultural Center (food, health 

services, education, job development, immigration legal help) 

abuseintervention.org/: Domestic Abuse Intervention Service (crisis 

response, emergency shelter, support groups) 

www.silentnomoreawareness.org: Abortion recovery help 

hopeafterabortion.com: Project Rachel (Abortion recovery help) 

Madison Al-Anon Hotline: support for families and friends  

troubled by someone else’s drinking or drug use—608-255-5181 

www.elizabethhousedane.org: Care Net Pregnancy Center of Dane 

County (free residential maternity and parenting program) 

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 
Thank you to our bulletin sponsors. 

Their ads make our bulletin possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please support our advertisers 

Be sure to mention you saw their ad at STA 
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Love God. 

 Love Others. 

   Make Disciples! 

Follow Fr. Bart on Twitter at @Frbart01 

Follow St. Thomas Aquinas on Facebook 

We Pray for  

Our Loved Ones 
SERVING WITH THE ARMED FORCES 



Readings for the Week of November 19 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-5/1 Thes 5:1-6/ 

Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21  
Monday: 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/ 

Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158/Lk 18:35-43  
Tuesday: 2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3:2-7/Lk 19:1-10  

Wednesday: 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31/Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b, 15/Lk 19:11-28  
Thursday: 1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Lk 19:41-44  

Friday: 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chr 29:10bcd-12/Lk 19:45-48  
Saturday: 1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9:2-4, 6, 16, 19/Lk 20:27-40  

Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-3, 5-6/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/ 
Mt 25:31-46  

© Liturgical Publications Inc. 
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Parish Book and Craft Sale 
This weekend, November 18-19 

Check out the Library Committee’s is wonderful selection of 
books for adults and children this weekend after all Masses. 
There will be Bibles, books on prayer, saints, popes, parenting 
and more. Great as resources as well as for gifts. Note: Cash or 
check only – sorry, no credit cards. 

The Sisters of Mary Morning Star Craft Sale 
They will be selling their craftwares after all Masses. Check out 
their jams, honey, statues, rosaries, candles and postcards. 

 

Toddler Time  
Toddler Time, a group for mothers 
with little ones (babes-in-arms 
through 4 years old), is held every 
Wednesday morning in the nursery, 
from 9-10 AM. This group provides a 
great opportunity for networking and sharing of favorite ‘best 
practices and resources,’ It gives us a chance to talk with other 
grown-ups about parenting with faith, and our little ones a 
chance to make a positive parish connection and play with oth-
ers while mom is right there. No RSVPs are needed; come 

when you can and as you are! 

 

Advent Scripture Study for Young Adults:  

The Infancy Narratives of Jesus  
Both the theme and the short length 
of this study make it perfect for Ad-
vent and preparing our hearts to re-
ceive the King. It focuses on the 
opening chapters of Matthew and 
Luke, the only gospels which de-
scribe the wondrous events surround-
ing the birth of the Messiah. This 
study also explores the many signifi-
cant connections these two gospels 
make between the Old Testament and the birth of the Savior. 
As these two gospels are opened, they reveal the special contri-
bution each makes to our understanding of Jesus' nativity. 
Deepen your longing for the Messiah's coming again and ask 
God to be Emmanuel, 'God with us.' This study has 4 sessions, 

beginning Wednesday, November 29, 7-8:30 PM. The Study Set 

cost is $15. To sign up or if you have questions, contact Laura 
at laura.m.angle@gmail.com. 

Mass Intentions for This Week 
Saturday, November 18 

 4:30 PM Matthew and Thomas Pepoy ! 

Sunday, November 19: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 8:00 AM Peter and Connie Sahagian ! 

 10:00 AM George Ingwell ! 
 6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners 

Monday, November 20 

 8:30 AM John Schwab ! 
Tuesday, November 21: Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary; Our Lady of Peace  

 5:30 PM John and Margaret Reilly ! 
Wednesday, November 22: St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr  

 8:30 AM Alice Dorn ! 

Thursday, November 23: St. Clement I, Pope; St. Columban, 
Abbot; Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro, Priest 

 9:00 AM Joanne Murphy ! 

Friday, November 24: St. Andrew Dùng-Lac, Priest 
No Mass. Parish closed all day 

Saturday, November 25 
 4:30 PM Dick Genske ! 

Sunday, November 26: Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of  
the Universe  

 8:00 AM Neu Family ! 

 10:00 AM Bill and Marilyn Zwettler ! 
 6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners 

Have you seen our latest posts? 
Nov. 9 - Fr. Bart behind the scenes for a video shoot! 
and Join the Christmas Choir! 

Come check us out at Saint Thomas Aquinas Roman 

Catholic Church Madison! facebook.com/Stamadison/ 

Sunday Morning Apostolate TV Mass 
The Apostolate for Persons with Disabilities – Diocese of 
Madison television Mass is now airing at 6:00 AM on Chan-
nel 3 and Charter 9. The Mass will also be aired on the 
TVW network (3.2 on air and Charter 14) at the usual time, 
7:00 AM. It will also be aired by Direct TV at the times and 
stations mentioned.  



Report on the ME25 (Member Engagement Survey) Results       

Why did STA do the ME25?  What did we learn? What does it mean? 

 

1. The context 

For the past year and a half, Fr. Bart and the St. Thomas Aquinas staff realized more clearly than ever 

that there was a crisis – a crisis of faith and discipleship, of fewer and fewer people finding faith 

meaningful in their lives, and more and more people perceiving the Church as irrelevant, or worse, 

harmful. The statistics were shocking. It galvanized us to take a piercing look at where we were as a parish, and what we should be doing to get back on track…to move from maintenance to mission…from looking in to looking out…from living faith as an obligation to becoming fully aware of 

the personal love of Jesus and how that love changes all we do and are. We developed a five year plan, 

with specific programmatic tools (like Alpha), to begin opening our hearts and minds to the 

transformation of the Holy Spirit. But we were going to need more than anecdotal evidence to see if 

our changes were making a difference. That is the role of the ME25 – to give us a baseline 

measurement of parishioner engagement, against which we can measure our progress.  

2. What we discovered 

Compared to the national average, our parishioners are very well educated (69% are college grads or 

above) and more are financially well off (over 40% earn over $100,000/year). Over half of our 

parishioners are age 55+; and more than a third of our parishioners have been here less than 5 years.  

Of the parishioners who come to Mass, most come almost every week (85%), which is great. People 

largely feel that their opinions count, and that they are cared for. On the other hand, very few felt that 

they had a best friend here at the parish. Our level of giving (both financially and in giving of our time) 

was below what we expected (and below the national average). It was interesting to note that our 

parishioners were less likely to take unpopular stands or to invite people to come with them to the 

parish than is seen in the US Catholic church overall.  

3. Where does that leave us? Overall, we came to the bittersweet conclusion that we are ‘normal.’ Our parish is in the same boat as 
parishes all across the United States. This affirms the anecdotal evidence we had before taking the 

ME25 that we need to change our focus very intentionally to evangelization, to being a place where 

people can experience Jesus in a way that changes how they live. 

We also came away with many questions. Why don’t people have friends here? Even though we at the 

parish are seen as caring or welcoming, those interactions are not usually developing into friendships. 

Do we have a consumer mentality about our parish? Do we come, expecting the parish to listen to and 

serve us, but remain unwilling to invest ourselves? Why is it so difficult to take unpopular stands, and 

does it have to do with the socio-political climate particular to Madison or is there more to it? How do 

we engage new members quickly, given the fairly quick turn-over, so that people can discover and 

develop their God-given gifts? 



Good News 

The ME25 gives us a baseline for measuring our progress. It points to areas where we can focus our 

energy effectively. We intend to do the ME25 again because it will help us to be accountable to each 

other.  And it will be exciting to see where our parish will be a year, two years, five years from now.   

Because it is exciting.  

As a parish we are awake to the difficult realities and challenges facing the Church, and we are 

choosing to address them. We are not going to go quietly into irrelevance. We are not going to remain in maintenance mode. The Holy Spirit is calling us, and while we may not know where we’ll 
end up, we do know that we will be different. Jesus is calling us into the deep. Be not afraid! 

You can check out the full report on our parish website, or ask at the parish office for a hard copy. Is there something that strikes you? Raises questions? We’d love to hear your feedback.   

Please continue to pray for Fr. Bart, for the staff, and for your fellow parishioners. Pray for our 

parish – for each one of us – to be a light to all those who need the love of God. 

 

ME25 Results: Overall Member Engagement Summary 

 

ME 25 Definitions: 

Engaged (30% of STA members): Members who are strongly connected to the parish, who 

are spiritually committed, and who give generously both financially and of their time. 

Not Engaged (50% of STA members): Members who may attend fairly regularly, but are not deeply connected to the parish. Their connection is more ‘social’ than ‘spiritual’, they give 
moderately, volunteer minimally, and are more likely to leave. 

Actively Disengaged (20% of STA members): Members who show up once or twice a year, if 

at all. They may be physically present, but psychologically absent. They are unhappy with their parish and are happy to tell you so, even if they can’t name their priest. 
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