Regular Mass Schedule

Parish Staff

Saturday ......................................................................... 4:30 PM
Sunday: Masses in English ..................................8:00 & 10:00 AM
Misa en español/Mass in Spanish ....................... 6:30 PM
Monday, Wednesday, Friday ..................................... 8:30 AM
Tuesday .......................................................................... 5:30 PM
Thursday ........................................................................ 7:30 AM

Pastor: Fr. Bart Timmerman, 833-2600
Pastoral Associate: Erik Gyr, erik@stamadison.org
Music Ministries: Gregory Buchberger, greg@stamadison.org
Director of Evangelization and Parish Outreach:
Jennifer Ludtke, jennifer@stamadison.org
Middle/High School: Dominick Meyer, dominick@stamadison.org
Children & Families/Hispanic Ministry:
Lorianne Aubut, lorianne@stamadison.org
Director of Discipleship: Holly Irving, holly@stamadison.org
Business Manager: Patrick O’Loughlin, patrick@stamadison.org
Facilities/Community Minister:
Ismael Covarrubias, ismael@stamadison.org
Administrative:
Main office: Mary Bailey, mary@stamadison.org, 833-2600
Main office/bulletin: Clarice Hinrichs, clarice@stamadison.org
RE/Stewardship: Terri Kopplin, terri@stamadison.org, 833-2606

Confession
Saturdays, 3:15–4:10 PM
Sundays, 9:00–9:50 AM

Prayer, Devotion, and Adoration
Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Monday after Mass
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Wednesday after Mass
Morning Prayer: Thursday after Mass
Rosario en español: Thursday, 6:00–7:00 PM
Rosary in English: Friday, 8:05 AM
Adoration: Monday, 2:00–4:00 PM
Tuesday, 4:30–5:25 PM
Friday, 9:00–10:00 AM

From the Desk of Fr. Bart

Prayer for Life

Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time

May God grant us the eyes to see
and the hearts to love
those who need us to walk with them
in times of suffering;
We pray to the Lord:

For a reflection on our Sacred Scripture Readings please
see Lawrence’s article on page 3.

Our Lady of Fatima:
100th Anniversary of the Miracle of the Sun
May 13, 2017 was the 100th Anniversary of the first Fatima Apparition. On that date in 1917, Mary appeared for the first time to three
shepherd children. The apparitions continued for the next six months,
culminating with the “Miracle of the Sun” on October 13, 1917. This
miracle was witnessed by 70,000 people who had joined the three
child-visionaries. This past Friday, October 13, 2017 marked the
100th Anniversary of the final Fatima Apparition.
After the miracle O Dia, the newspaper in the Portuguese capital
Lisbon, reported that “at midday by the sun, the rain stopped. The sky,
pearly grey in color, illuminated the vast arid landscape with a strange
light. The sun had a transparent gauzy veil so that the eye could easily
be fixed on it. The grey mother-of-pearl tone turned into a sheet of
silver which broke up as the clouds were parted and the silver sun,
enveloped in the same gauzy grey light, was seen to whirl and turn in
the circle of broken clouds. A cry went up from every mouth and
people fell on their knees in the muddy ground…”
Many witnesses corroborated the phenomenon of the whirling, dancing
colorful sun which at one moment seemed to be terrifyingly plunging
toward earth, with the crowds “expecting the end of the world to come
at any moment” one witness reported. After that moment, the oncesoggy and muddy crowd discovered that they were completely dry.
This miracle was the proof for the people that Mary truly did appear to
the three children and supports one of the important messages of the
apparitions that “even if humankind has separated God from their
existence, God is present in human history and doesn’t abandon humanity.” The miracle broke the darkness of Portugal’s atheist regimes.
Pope Francis visited Fatima last May and canonized two of the child
visionaries, who died just a few years after the visions. The essence of
the message of Fatima is a call to conversion, penance, and praying the
rosary daily for world peace, something that is as important in our life
today as it was when Mary appeared in 1917. This 100-Year Anniversary is a great opportunity for us to revisit our devotion to Our Lady of
Fatima and re-incorporate Mary’s message into our lives today.

Para que Dios nos conceda los ojos para ver
y el corazón para amar
a los que nos necesitan para caminar con ellos
en tiempos de sufrimiento;
roguemos al Señor:

STA Singles Gathering
Join the St. Thomas Aquinas Singles for our monthly dinner, this month at Babe's Bar and Grill, 5614
Schroeder Rd, Madison on Tuesday, October 17 at

6 PM RSVP by Sunday, October 15 to Jill at 1-608604-3070 or jillymoose18@yahoo.com.

Social Justice Outreach Funding
Requests Being Accepted
Our STA parish budget includes funds for outreach
to assist charities involved with social justice. Parish members who are advocates for an organization
may request funding. The Outreach Funding Review Board is currently accepting requests for this
year’s review. If you would like to have your organization included please contact Kathy Taddy at
831-1120 or pktaddy@tds.net. She can give you
more information about the review process and provide the request forms.

Lighthouse CDs
Our Lady of Fatima and the Fall
of Communism by Craig Turner
This CD, along with other titles,
can be found in the back of the
gathering area outside our library.
Kindly donate $3 each, or make checks payable to
the parish. Please consider sharing your CD once
you've listened to it!
Craig Turner, a well-respected journalist and researcher, shares the unmistakable connection between the apparitions of our Blessed Mother at Fatima in 1917 and the fall of communism in Europe
more than seventy years later. This talk is sure to
provide a greater awareness of the motherly help
and protection that Mary offers mankind through
her powerful intercession. The importance of
entrusting ourselves to her care has never been so
evident as it is today.

ME 25 Parish Survey
Next weekend at all of our Masses, we will be conducting a survey
during Mass to assess the engagement level of parishioners. This

survey is an extremely important tool to help us understand where
we are at as a parish today. In two years or so, we will take the
survey again and measure if we have increased our engagement in
parish life.
As we begin to embark on our New Vision for our parish, we need to
be able to measure our progress. Please, I urge you, to take the few
minutes to complete the survey and help us make the most accurate
assessment we can. This all depends on your involvement. Thank you

for your participation.
Our New Vision for the Parish that we are mapping out for the next
five years will help us to become an Evangelizing Parish made up of
Fr. Bart’s article is continued next page
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Reflection from Our
Parish Seminarian,
Lawrence Oparaji
Today’s Gospel reminds me of the
hymn “All Are Welcome.” Indeed
all are invited into God’s house.
Christ died for all of us so that we can
be welcomed into His house and partake in the banquet He has set before us. The problem however, is
with us; all are welcome but not all want to accept
this invitation. We refuse God’s invitation by being
too busy to come to God’s mountain (the church), we
do this when we have no time to pray, when we fail to
develop a closer relationship with God, and this leads
us to an inability to be able to recognize God’s invitation to us and accept it accordingly.
Towards the end of the Gospel, we encounter something strange: the King who wants to invite all, who
says all are welcome, now turns away a guest for not
wearing the right clothes. How could this be, how
could he be so mean? Well this man, obviously, did
not follow instructions, he was not properly prepared
for this feast; we are all invited but we have to wear
the garments of faith (which by the way are free garments we are given by virtue of Christ’s passion, death
and resurrection). We have to live lives that are in
keeping with people who partake in the banquet of the
Lord. This is not easy but God’s grace is there for us.
We have to learn to ask for God’s grace and remember
that on our own we are not worthy and can do nothing,
but in and through Christ we can do all things.
Today we are gathered around the altar of the Lord to
celebrate a banquet, a banquet of thanksgiving - The
Holy Eucharist. We are all gathered because we want
to respond positively to God’s invitation to us - to eat
the life-giving bread and drink from the life-giving
cup and because we believe in the Real Presence of
Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. May the Eucharist we
receive help us to live lives worthy of those to be invited into the eternal banquet of God in heaven. May
we know the joy and peace that Christ promises to all
who respond positively to His invitation.

Anointing Mass and
Luncheon, October 18
Are you suffering from a chronic illness,
facing physical challenges, expecting
surgery, or just in need of healing for some aspect of your life? Please join us for a special
Mass and the Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick in church on Wednesday, October 18 at
11:00 AM. Following Mass, all attending are invited to a luncheon in the social hall.

Please contact Erik Gyr 608-833-2600 by October
16 if you are planning to attend the luncheon.
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Fr. Bart’s article is continued from the previous page

missionary disciples. This new vision is our parish’s response to the
Crisis in Discipleship in our Catholic Church—declining Mass attendance, young people leaving the Church, and decreased relevance of the
Church in people’s lives. Our vision is a way for us to respond to the
call of our last four Popes to be part of the New Evangelization, sharing our love for Jesus Christ with our brothers and sisters who have
fallen away from the Church.
As we begin to embark on this new vision for our parish, your participation is crucial in these beginning days. The more we participate in
the initial steps in these early months, the more success we will have in
our mission to “Love God, Love Others, and Make Disciples!”

Questions, Contact:
Clare Bauer at claregirl1@TDS.net or
Robert Wiese at rwiese355@gmail.com

Member Engagement Survey (the ME25) !
How can we best accomplish what God has in mind for us? Are the things
we do at the parish helping people to live out their faith? How can we encourage people to use their gifts and talents to love God, love others, and
make disciples? These are important questions, and we are constantly talking about them here at St. Thomas Aquinas.

Every member aged 18 and older and anyone who considers him or herself a part of our parish will have the opportunity to share his or her
opinions about some of the key aspects of our parish life together. The
purpose of this survey is to help us identify areas of strength in our parish
and areas where we can improve. The survey will be administered and
then tabulated by Gallup, an independent research company. Your opinions will be completely confidential. After we have received our parish
results from Gallup, we will share with you what we learn about how we
can more effectively accomplish the mission Jesus has entrusted to us.
You can also complete the survey online from our homepage at
www.stamadison.org using the access code: DA4021D now until October
22. It only takes a few minutes to share your honest thoughts and opinions
with us. The higher our participation rate, the more helpful our results
will be as we go forward.

International Combined Collection

Discipleship with Holly Irving

Next weekend, October 21-22, the International Combined Collection will be conducted in our parish. This collection combines the following individual collections:
• World Mission Support
• Catholic Relief Services
• Church in Central & Eastern Europe
• Church in Latin America
• Peter’s Pence
• Pastoral Solidarity for the Church in Africa
Your support of these collections is critical. Please take this
week to pray about what you can provide. A brochure and envelope are in this bulletin for your donation next weekend.

Discipleship Moment
“My God will supply whatever you need…” Philippians 4:19
God really does provide for those who are
grateful and generous. This is very difficult
for people that don’t live a Stewardship lifestyle to believe. People are skeptical and say it’s just coincidence. If you are skeptical, try living a Stewardship lifestyle for
just one month – be generous with your gifts of time, talent and
treasure and see how God provides for your needs.
(International Catholic Stewardship Council)

Discipleship Is ...
Discipleship is believing what Saint Paul wrote in his letter to
the Philippians in today’s second reading— “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me” (4:13). Most people define themselves either by their problems or their possibilities. Fearful people wake up each morning ensnared by
their problems. Christians wake up reflecting on their possibilities with confidence and hope. Take some time this week to
reflect on the following questions: What challenges do you
back away from because you doubt that you are up to them?
What would you attempt tomorrow if you were sure God
would help you?
(Based on thoughts from ICSC)

Persons with
Disabilities Update
On October 1, at the Persons with
Disabilities Brunch we learned of
the many accomplishments of our
parishioners. We are so proud of
them all! Here is a partial list of
their accomplishments:
• Making new friends
• Being brave during medical procedures
• Working in an office making copies and filing
• Getting medals competing in Special Olympics
• Getting paid to play video games by participating in an
Autism study
Thank you to all who attended and shared their successes from
the past year! We were able to offer this event due to a grant
from The Diocese of Madison Apostolate to Persons with
Disabilities.

Ministry of the Week
The parish of St. Thomas Aquinas would like to recognize
STACKS for Love (St. Thomas Aquinas Crocheting and
Knitting for Love) who give of their time and talents to make
blanket, hats, mittens, and scarves for those in need physically
or spiritually.

IRA Rollover
Required to take a distribution from your IRA? Consider using this distribution as a gift to St. Thomas Aquinas Parish.
You could save on taxes! Please contact your tax advisor or
plan administrator to learn more about the Charitable IRA
Rollover.

Weekly Stewardship of Treasure
407 Disciples spent 1,600 hours giving back to God in September!

September 30 / October 1
Envelope Offerings .......................................................... $18,991
Offertory ............................................................................ $1,450
Children’s Offerings .............................................................. $169
Total ............................................................................ $20,610
Building Fund ........................................................................ $665
Capital Improvement Fund ................................................... $185
International Combined Collection ......................................... $15
Respect Life ........................................................................... $622
Hurricane .............................................................................. $360

Children’s Envelopes
Children’s Envelopes to put their offerings into the basket in
front of church are given out during Religious Education. If
your child did not get envelopes, they can be found in the
Gathering Area in a basket. Children of all ages are
encouraged to use the envelopes.

Parents of College Kids!
The parish would like to reach out to your children who are
away at college. Can you please share their name, college,
mailing address, and email address? You can email them to
Holly at holly@stamadison.org.!

Thank you for your generosity and support of our mission
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish!

Counters Schedule
Monday, October 16
Lynn Schten, Mary Michalski, and Cyrilla Wipperfurth
Monday, October 23
Jan McGinley and Edward Corcoran

Follow Fr. Bart on Twitter at @Frbart01
Follow St. Thomas Aquinas on Facebook
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Music & Liturgy
By Greg Buchberger,
Director of Music Ministries
Throughout the year, our singers and choir
members spend many hours in rehearsal in order to help us to pray well during our Masses.
While it is the primary role of the choir to support and enhance the sung prayer of those gathered for prayer, it is also
the role of the choir to provide music to help those gathered
to enter more deeply into prayer.
Here are the texts of a couple of the pieces that both the Parish Choir and the Choristers have been working on this fall.
By the way… there is still time to join both the Parish Choir
and the Choristers! We will be starting our Christmas preparations soon!

This Week at St. Thomas Aquinas
Monday, October 16
Men’s Integrity Group, Library .....................................................6:30 PM
Young Adults, Gathering Area......................................................7:00 PM

Tuesday, October 17
Justice and Peace, Lower Conference Room ................................6:00 PM
Men’s Evening of Recollection, Chapel, Bride’s Room, Library ...6:00 PM
SVdP, Upper Conference Room .....................................................6:30 PM
Building and Grounds Committee, Fireside Room .......................7:00 PM

Wednesday, October 18
Toddler Time, Nursery and Upper Conference Room ................. 9:00 AM
Anointing Mass, Church ............................................................. 11:00 AM
Luncheon after Anointing Mass, Social Hall ............................. 12:00 PM

Friday, October 20

Be With Me
Be with me when I am in trouble,
be with me when I am afraid;
Be with me when I am alone, be with me Lord, I pray.
Stand beside me, Walk beside me,
Give me comfort, Make me stronger,
Raise me higher, when I am in trouble,
raise me higher when I am afraid;
Raise me higher when I am alone,
raise me higher Lord, I pray.

A Prayer for Humility
Give us humble hearts to praise you,
and listening ears to hear your voice,
willing hands to serve you,
thankful spirits to rejoice.
Lord of all, we adore you,
and we bring this prayer before you.
Create in us, humble hearts!

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week
Thank you to our bulletin sponsors.
Their ads make our bulletin possible.

Please support our advertisers
Be sure to mention you saw their ad at STA

Alpha in the AM, Upper Conference Room ................................. 9:15 AM

Saturday, October 21
Marriage Prep in Spanish, Large Social Hall .............................. 7:30 AM
STACKs, RE Wing Room 102 - 104.................................................1:00 PM
ME25, In Pew during Mass

Sunday, October 22
ME25, In Pew during all Masses

Care Facility Liturgies This Week
Oakwood: Friday, October 20, Rosary
Brookdale: Friday, October 20, Word and Communion
Sebring: Sunday, October 22, Word and Communion

Love God.
Love Others.
Make Disciples!

Resources for Human Needs
www.momhelps.org/: Middleton Outreach Ministry (food, housing,
utilities, clothing)
www.womenscarecenter.org/Madison.html: Women’s Care Center
(counseling, ultrasounds)
www.catholiccharitiesofmadison.org/: Catholic Charities (adoption,
aging services, developmental disabilities, counseling, substance abuse
treatment, etc.)
www.cmcmadison.org/: Catholic Multicultural Center (food, health
services, education, job development, immigration legal help)
abuseintervention.org/: Domestic Abuse Intervention Service (crisis
response, emergency shelter, support groups)
www.silentnomoreawareness.org: Abortion recovery help
hopeafterabortion.com: Project Rachel (Abortion recovery help)
Madison Al-Anon Hotline: support for families and friends
troubled by someone else’s drinking or drug use—608-255-5181
www.elizabethhousedane.org: Care Net Pregnancy Center of Dane
5 County (free residential maternity and parenting program)

Mass Intentions for This Week

Funeral Preparations

Saturday, October 14
4:30 PM Gary and Dick Bormett !
Sunday, October 15: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM Chris Kubat & deceased members of Voss & Kubat family
10:00 AM Eleanor and Louis Kalscheur !
6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners
Monday, October 16: St. Hedwig, Religious; St. Margaret
Mary Alacoque, Virgin
8:30 AM Joanne Murphy !
Tuesday, Oct. 17: St. Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop & Martyr
5:30 PM Al Prieve !
Wednesday, October 18: St. Luke, Evangelist
11:00 AM Shirley DiRienzo !
Thursday, October 19: SS. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues,
Priests, and Companions, Martyrs
7:30 AM Alice and Steve Varese !
Friday, October 20: St. Paul of the Cross, Priest
8:30 AM Kevin Sorge !
Saturday, October 21
4:30 PM Patricia Mack !
Sunday, October 22: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Mission Sunday
8:00 AM Celeste Stanton !
10:00 AM Emil and Bernadine Lauber
6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners

Preplanning your funeral is a wonderful gift to
your loved ones. It is a real comfort to the
bereaved to know that our prayer at the funeral
Mass gives voice to the faith of the one they
have lost. We encourage you to discuss your
wishes with your family and to share your
favorite scripture passages, songs and prayers. The parish
offers resources for preplanning. If you would like to discuss
your options contact me to talk about the considerations.
Your family will be grateful! You can reach me at

erik@stamadison.org or 833-2600

At the Hour of Our Death
Tuesday, November 7, at Holy Name Heights
702 High Point Rd,
Auditorium Meeting Rm 1:00 - 2:30 PM
This is a free seminar with a requested donation of
$3 to cover the cost of participant booklets. Information about how to plan a Catholic Funeral will
be covered. For more information please call 608-

821-3080 or email worship@straphael.org to register by
November 1.

This year’s theme is “Be Not
Afraid”. The materials from
the USCCB (United States
Conference of Catholic
Bishops) cover many aspects of
protecting life from the moment
of conception to natural death.

Readings for the Week of October 15
Sunday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Phil 4:12-14, 19-20/Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10
Monday: Rom 1:1-7/Ps 98:1-4/Lk 11:29-32
Tuesday: Rom 1:16-25/Ps 19:2-5/Lk 11:37-41
Wednesday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b/Ps 145:10-13, 17-18/Lk 10:1-9
Thursday: Rom 3:21-30/Ps 130:1b-6ab/Lk 11:47-54
Friday: Rom 4:1-8/Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11/Lk 12:1-7
Saturday: Rom 4:13, 16-18/Ps 105:6-9, 42-43/Lk 12:8-12
Next Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21

40 Days for Life Vigil
St. Thomas Aquinas is committed to having at least two people who will pray and witness peacefully from 5-6 PM and 67 PM each Thursday of the Vigil (all Thursdays in October
and Thursday, November 2) at the Planned Parenthood Clinic at 3706 Orin Rd, Madison. All ages are welcome.
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Pro-Life Rosary

Young Adult Connections

You are invited to come 30 minutes before each of the
weekend Masses during October to pray the Rosary. Special meditations guide us as we pray for a wide spectrum of
life issues.

Open to marrieds and singles in their 20s and 30s, the Young
Adult group at St. Thomas Aquinas gathers for conversation
and fellowship twice a month (with a few exceptions for fun
events).
Young Adults meet on the first and third Monday nights. Our
next gathering will be Monday, October 19, 7-9 PM. To be
added to the email/mailing list, please contact Jennifer
Ludtke at jennifer@stamadison.org or 833-2606. This is
the best way to keep informed about upcoming activities.

Get Involved
If you would like to become involved with our
Respect Life efforts in an on-going way, contact Jenny

Ludtke Jennifer@stamadison.org or 833-2600.
6

