From the Desk of Fr. Bart

Prayer for Life

Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time

For married couples
considering adoption: May the Holy Spirit
guide their discernment, grant them peace,
and bring to fruition his holy will;
We pray to the Lord:

Please see Lawrence’s article on page 3 for a reflection on
this Sunday’s readings from Sacred Scripture.

November: Month of the Holy Souls
We began this month with the celebrations of All Saints and All Souls last
week. Each November, the Catholic Church remembers all the Holy
Souls in Purgatory - those who have died in grace, yet who failed in this
life to make satisfaction for all of their sins. It seems the Catholic Doctrine
of Purgatory has become misunderstood by the faithful in recent years.
Discomfort with this Doctrine leads to us downplaying the remembrance
of souls.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1030-1031 explains, “All who
die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed
assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification,
so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven … From
the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered
prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that,
thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God.”
Purgatory is not one last trial; all of those who make it to Purgatory will
one day be in Heaven. Purgatory is where those who have died in grace,
but who have not fully atoned for the temporal punishments resulting from
their sins, go to finish their atonement before entering Heaven. Catholics
believe that Purgatory is an expression of God’s love, His desire to cleanse
our souls of all that might keep us from experiencing the fullness of joy in
Heaven. While in Purgatory, the Holy Souls can pray for us and we
should pray for them, the faithful departed, that they may be freed from the
punishment for their sins and enter into Heaven.
Praying for the living and the dead is a Spiritual Work of Mercy. Praying
for the dead is one of the greatest acts of charity we can perform. When
we pray for the dead we can start by praying for those closest to us, like
our parents, grandparents, and family members; but we should also offer
prayers for all the souls, and especially for those most forsaken or who
have no one to pray for them.
Let’s be sure to teach our children to pray for the Holy Souls so that one
day, they can remember to pray for us and help us pass through Purgatory
into our Eternal Reward. This also teaches children to hope for Heaven.
Here is a beautiful traditional Catholic Prayer for us to memorize. We can
substitute a particular loved one’s name for the word “them.”

Por las parejas casadas que consideran adoptar:
para que el Espíritu Santo guíe su discernimiento,
les conceda paz, y cumplan su santa voluntad;
roguemos al Señor:

Kids Comments!
Ever wonder what our parish children are saying on
their envelopes as Time/Talent for the week? Here
are just a few!
• I told Mama the truth.
• I read books to my brother and sister.
• I gave a gift for no reason to my best friend.
What a beautiful example of following in Jesus’
footsteps everyday.

Parking Lot Safety!

At St. Thomas Aquinas we try to maintain a safe,
welcoming environment for everyone who comes to
worship with us. One area where we need your
help with this is in our parking lot. Recently many
cars have been parked in the traffic lanes, and this
makes it difficult for first responders to get close to
the church in case of an emergency and dangerous
for people walking in from the outer parking spaces
and the street.
How can you help?
• Be sure to park only in marked parking spaces
or on the street.
• If you need to park close to the building, you
can usually find reasonable spaces up to 15
minutes before the start of the 10 am Mass or
even later at the other Masses.
• If you need to make a quick getaway after
Mass, parking on the street will help.
Eternal Rest
•
If you dislike crowds, arriving early and waitEternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,
ing about 10 minutes to leave will help you
and let perpetual light
miss the worst congestion. Before and after
shine upon them.
Mass are wonderful times to pray in Church or
May the souls of the
chat with the staff and other parish members in
faithful departed,
the Gathering Area.
through the mercy of God,
None of these ideas are perfect; they all ask us to
rest in peace.
make some sacrifice for the good of the rest of our
parish family. The members of this community
Amen.
have shown themselves capable of self-sacrificing
love for others, so we are confident that together we
Fr. Bart’s article is continued next page
can also handle this challenge in a way that lets us
show our love for God through our consideration
2 for the needs of others. Thank you all!

Reflection from Our
Parish Seminarian,
Lawrence Oparaji
Today’s Gospel reminds me of the
rite of ordination for a deacon. The
bishop when handing the Book of the
Gospels to the deacon-elect, says
“Believe what you read, teach what you believe, and
practice what you teach.” This is what Jesus tells us in
today’s Gospel. He is calling us to not be like the
Pharisees “who preach and do not practice” and “tie
up heavy burdens and do not lift a finger to move
them”. Our Christian faith is very practical. Christianity is a lived experience not just a bunch of theories or
abstract concepts—we are called to be Christians both
in our words and deeds. St. Francis of Assisi would
say “preach the Gospel and if necessary use words.”
Our faith is contagious when truly lived, it is an encounter through the Eucharist and many other ways
Christ chooses to reveal Himself to us with a true person (Jesus Christ) and this encounter nourishes/feeds/
strengthens us and allows us to live out this encounter.
Our world today shies away from these encounters.
People find it difficult to encounter Jesus and as Christians we sometimes contribute to these difficulties by
living the Christian faith like Pharisees: we preach but
do not practice, we judge, we fail to love, we do not
speak the truth etc. These acts of ours have led many
to turn away from the faith because they feel it is difficult and they do not know how to encounter a God
whose followers preach and do not practice. I personally have experienced this resentment. Jesus is calling
us today to examine our lives, and see those areas we
have failed to put our faith into action, where we have
served as a stumbling block to others and to approach
with humility those faults of ours and resolve to make
amends by making efforts to become Christians who
preach AND practice the faith. He is calling us to
spread His fragrance everywhere and to help people
understand that His yoke is easy and His burden light,
all we need to do is ask for His grace which is always
abundant and sufficient.

Fr. Bart’s article is continued from the previous page

Thanksgiving Liturgies Planned
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service
Wednesday, November 22 at 6:30 PM
Madison Christian Community Church
7118 Old Sauk Rd, Madison

Thanksgiving Mass
Thursday, November 23 at 9:00 AM at
St. Thomas Aquinas.
I am very pleased that our St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church will be
joining our brothers and sisters from Advent Lutheran Church, E.L.C.A.
and Community of Hope, U.C.C. this year on Wednesday before Thanksgiving to pray together.
Authentic Catholic Ecumenism does not ask us to compromise our faith
and is essential for Christian Unity. As the Catechism of the Catholic
Church states: "Christ bestowed unity on His Church from the beginning.
This unity, we believe, subsists in the Catholic Church as something she
can never lose, and we hope that it will continue to increase until the end
of time. Christ always gives His Church the gift of unity, but the Church
must always pray and work to maintain, reinforce, and perfect the unity
that Christ wills for her.... The desire to recover the unity of all Christians
is a gift of Christ and a call of the Holy Spirit" (n. 820).
In Crossing the Threshold of Hope, Pope John Paul II also speaks of the
urgent need for Christian unity: "By the year 2000 we need to be more
united, more willing to advance along the path toward the unity for which
Christ prayed on the eve of His Passion. This unity is enormously precious. In a certain sense, the future of the Kingdom of God in the world is
at stake.”
An excellent way to engage in authentic ecumenism is praying together
and opening up dialogue with other Christians and people of good will to
bring our culture to God, while at the same time acknowledging our
obvious differences.

“Gifts From the Heart”
Christmas Gifts for STA Neighbors in Need
November 18 - December 3
Once again St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners
will have the opportunity to help make
Christmas brighter for our neighbors. From

Saturday, November 18, through Sunday, December 3, please take an
ornament from the display wall that says “Giving from the Heart”,
located next to the main receptionist window in the Gathering Area.

These ornaments contain gift requests from our neighbors in need. We
invite you to take an ornament, buy the requested item and place it
Join the St. Thomas Aquinas Singles for their
• Unwrapped, with ornament attached on the outside
monthly dinner, this month at Sprecher's Restaurant
• In the alcove to the left of the fireplace in the gathering area
and Pub, 1262 John Q. Hammons Dr, Madison on
• By Sunday, December 3
Wednesday, November 15 at 6 PM. RSVP by
Monday, November 13 to Jill at 1-608-604-3070 or • Gift cards may be handed in at the office or placed in the marked
box by the main receptionist window.
jillymoose18@yahoo.com.
We also encourage you to bring unwrapped gifts of toys and clothing
for children and teens, which will be taken to St. Vincent de Paul and
Follow Fr. Bart on Twitter at @Frbart01
shared with the needy throughout the city. Donations of wrapping paper and ribbons to hand out are also appreciated. Bringing gifts in by
Follow St. Thomas Aquinas on Facebook
the due date is important to help distribution. Thank you for your
3 promptness and, especially, for your generosity!

STA Singles Dinner Out

Music & Liturgy
By Greg Buchberger,
Director of Music Ministries

Discipleship with Holly Irving
Discipleship Moment
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” Matthew 23:12
Jesus gave His life to serve, not to be served.
Putting other’s needs before our own needs is a
sign of becoming a Disciple, following Jesus’ example. Humility is really a sign of a strength. By putting other’s needs first we
declare to the world that we are putting our complete trust in
God. When we align our thoughts and actions with God’s plan
for us, the result is Joy and Peace.

Discipleship Is! Walking Humbly with God!
JOIN THE CHRISTMAS CHOIRS!!!
We are seeking students and adults to help us celebrate our
Christmas Masses with some extra festivity! If you like to
sing but cannot commit to the choir for the entire year, this
opportunity is for you! Please consider joining us! Contact
Greg for more information or to sign up!

In today’s Gospels, Jesus explains that the scribes and Pharisees
are very good at telling others what they should be doing, but
they themselves do not follow the prescribed way of living, and
the work they do is only for show. As disciples of Jesus, we are
to hear what Jesus is calling us to do and act upon the call. Our
actions should be done out of love and done with humility! Discipleship is not just talking the talk, but walking the walk!

Ministry of the Week
Choir for Christmas Eve – Midnight Mass (9:00 PM) and
Epiphany Lessons & Carols
Students in grade 7 and up, and adults are all welcome and
encouraged to join us for our celebration of Midnight Mass
and Epiphany Lessons & Carols. This choir will lead music
for 45 minutes before Midnight Mass begins, starting at 8:15
PM on Christmas Eve. We will also present a program of
Lessons and Carols on Sunday, January 7 at 1:00 PM for all
in our parish, neighborhood, and community to attend.
*Anyone interested in singing for Christmas Eve – Midnight
Mass (9:00 PM) is asked to attend 3 of the Rehearsals in
December (Thurs., Dec. 7, 14, 21) from 6:30 – 9:00 PM in
addition to at least 2 of the Rehearsals in November (Thurs.,
Nov. 16, Tues., Nov. 21, Thurs., Nov. 30) from 7:30 – 8:30
PM.*
All those who commit to sing for Christmas Eve – Midnight
Mass are also asked to attend and sing for Lessons & Carols
on Sunday, January 7 at 1:00 PM. Please mark your calendars
now so that you are able to be in attendance!

Children’s Choir for Christmas Eve – 4:00 PM Mass
Students in grade 4 and up are invited to join our STA Choristers for our Christmas Eve Children’s Mass. Rehearsals are
on Saturdays, Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 from 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
here at St. Thomas Aquinas! Mark your calendars now!
More information to come!
For more information, contact Greg at 608-833-2600 or

greg@stamadison.org.

As of Sunday November 5, the weekly
television Mass will air on WISC-TV
Channel 3 at 6 AM instead of 7 AM. The
Mass can also be seen at 7 AM on TVW.

The parish of St. Thomas Aquinas thanks our gift presenters who
bring up the parish’s offerings of bread and wine at Mass.
Thank you for serving our worship this way!

Leaving a Lasting Legacy
Planning for death is as natural as planning for life. Having a
will is good stewardship of your resources so that your life’s
efforts will continue to support the causes and people you most
treasure. Your attorney, in conjunction with your accountant,
can prepare a proper will and make other arrangements for the
transfer of your estate. For bequest purposes, the legal name of
the parish is St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Congregation, Inc.

Weekly Stewardship of Treasure
October 28/29
Envelope Offerings.............................................................. $9,986
Offertory ............................................................................. $1,522
Children’s Offerings ............................................................... $166
Total...............................................................................$11,674
Building Fund .......................................................................... $370
Capital Improvement Fund ....................................................... $70
Hurricane Collection ............................................................... $100
Offertory ............................................................................. $1,522
St. Vincent du Paul ............................................................... $1,225
Monthly Direct Withdrawal................................................ $29,869
International Combined Collection ...................................... $1,015
Thank you for your generosity and support of our mission
at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish!

Counters Schedule
Monday, November 6
Mary Neuhauser and Bill Schwoegler
Monday, November 13
4 Dick and Mary Ann Ihlenfeld

We Pray for
Our Loved Ones
SERVING WITH THE ARMED FORCES

CW4 Steve Artz, brother of Sue Ziegler and Judy Rossa
SSG Michael Bosold, nephew of Sharon Michel
Owen Carle, grandson of Glynn and Shirley Rossa
SFC Enrique Andres Cervantes, cousin of Maria McHugh
Anthony Church, grandson of Clara Church
Major Tim Doll, nephew of Jerry and Mary Ann Doll
A1C Colin Donovan, cousin of Pat Korger
A1C Charles (Gus) Dorais, grandson of Mary Kay Dorais
Lt. Colonel Michael Everton, brother of Jennifer Doering
Captain Alex Harms, son of Bruce and Judy Harms
Airman First Class Brianna Herreid, granddaughter of
Ken and Joyce Niesen !
A1C Nicholas Jones, grandson of Mary and Gordon Samuelsen
SSGT Mark Jurakovich, brother of Gina Levesque
LT Bradley Kirschbaum, grandson of Tom and Sally Ellis
SSGT Mike Levesque, brother of Chad Levesque
1st Lt. Steve Nooyen, nephew of Mike and Ilene Schmiedlin
Major Stuart Mark Slattery, grandson of
Thomas & Loretta Slattery
Steven Thomas, brother of Linda Galang
SGT Jack Vilim, nephew of Mary Crave
A1C Blake E. Westbrook, grandson of Diane Genske
To request prayers for a family member serving with the Armed
Forces, please contact Holly at holly@stamadison.org or
833-2600.

Thank you to everyone who
has served our country.

This Week at St. Thomas Aquinas
Monday, November 6
Young Adults, Gathering Area ..................................................... 7:00 PM
Men’s Integrity Group .................................................................. 7:00 PM

Tuesday, November 7
Pastoral Council Meeting, Lower Conference Room .................. 6:30 PM

Wednesday, November 8
Toddler Time, Nursery and Upper Conference Room ................. 9:00 AM

Friday, November 10
Toddler Time, Nursery and Upper Conference Room ................. 9:00 AM

Saturday, November 11 - Veteran’s Day
STACKS, RE Wing Room 102 - 104 ................................................ 1:00 PM

Care Facility Liturgies This Week
Oakwood: Friday, November 10, Mass
Brookdale: Friday, November 10, Rosary and Communion
Sebring: Sunday, November 12, Word and Communion

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week
Thank you to our bulletin sponsors.
Their ads make our bulletin possible.

Please support our advertisers
Be sure to mention you saw their ad at STA

Resources for Human Needs
www.momhelps.org/: Middleton Outreach Ministry (food, housing,
utilities, clothing)
www.womenscarecenter.org/Madison.html: Women’s Care Center
(counseling, ultrasounds)
www.catholiccharitiesofmadison.org/: Catholic Charities (adoption,
aging services, developmental disabilities, counseling, substance abuse
treatment, etc.)
www.cmcmadison.org/: Catholic Multicultural Center (food, health
services, education, job development, immigration legal help)
abuseintervention.org/: Domestic Abuse Intervention Service (crisis
response, emergency shelter, support groups)
www.silentnomoreawareness.org: Abortion recovery help
hopeafterabortion.com: Project Rachel (Abortion recovery help)
Madison Al-Anon Hotline: support for families and friends
troubled by someone else’s drinking or drug use—608-255-5181
www.elizabethhousedane.org: Care Net Pregnancy Center of Dane
5 County (free residential maternity and parenting program)

Parish Book Sale
November 18-19,
After all Masses
Just in time for the
holidays! Sometimes it can
be difficult to find good
Catholic books. The STA
Library Committee is here
to help! The Library Committee is bringing a wonderful selection of books for adults and children to the parish. There
will be
Bibles, books on prayer, saints, popes, parenting and more.
Great as resources as well as for gifts.
Anyone in your family celebrating a sacrament this year?
This might be a good place to look for a gift! Note: Cash or

check only – sorry, no credit cards.

A Bereavement Ministry Series
Monday evenings from Nov. 20 - Jan. 15, 6:30 - 8:00 PM
The 6-session series offers a supportive and faith-filled setting in which to learn about the frief process and to share
you experience of grief. The facilitators of this peer ministry
are both parish staff and parish members who have also experienced the pain of the loss of a love one.
If you are feeling the loneliness of grief, please consider taking this program. To register please fill out the form on the
brochure in the Gathering Space or Contact Erik Gyr at

833-2600 or erik@stamadison.org.

Mass Intentions for This Week
Saturday, November 4
4:30 PM Tom Keber !
Sunday, November 5: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time;
8:00 AM Kevin McGinley !
10:00 AM Eileen Pickett !
6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners
Monday, November 6
8:30 AM Jessica Meyer
Tuesday, November 7
5:30 PM Owen Bradley !
Wednesday, November 8
8:30 AM Alice Dorn !
Thursday, November 9: Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
7:30 AM Dick Genske !
Friday, November 10: St. Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of
the Church
8:30 AM Dale Schmitt !
10:00 AM Betty Wright !
at Oakwood
Saturday, November 11: Veterans Day
4:30 PM Leon Binger !
Sunday, November 12: 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM James and Robert Mussman !
10:00 AM Philip Kessel !
6:30 PM St. Thomas Aquinas Parishioners

Readings for the Week of November 5

Coping with the Holidays After a Loss
Wednesday November 15, 1:00-2:00 PM
at Queen of Peace Church, Madison in the Gathering Space
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day are holidays
that can be very difficult for people who have experienced
the death of someone loved, or another significant loss.
Memories of good times and togetherness at the holiday
season serve to remind us of our loss. Watching others who
are feeling thankful and are celebrating when we feel overwhelmed, lonely or sad can be very painful. Holidays force
us to realize how much our lives have been changed.
Judy Stolper is experienced in grief work and counseling and
will be here to give us some tips for getting through the holidays with some measure of peace. Reserve your spot by contacting Deb at debra.schroeder @qopc.org or 231-4609.
All are welcome.

Sunday: Mal 1:14b—2:2b, 8-10/Ps 131:1-3/1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13/
Mt 23:1-12
Monday: Rom 11:29-36/Ps 69:30-31, 33-34, 36/Lk 14:12-14
Tuesday: Rom 12:5-16b/Ps 131:1bcde-3/Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10/Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9/Lk 14:25-33
Thursday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17/
Jn 2:13-22
Friday: Rom 15:14-21/Ps 98:1-4/Lk 16:1-8
Saturday: Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27/Ps 145:2-5, 10-11/Lk 16:9-15
Next Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2-8/1 Thes 4:13-18 or 4:13-14/
Mt 25:1-13
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Catholic Multicultural Center Meal
Program: Volunteers Needed
Saint Thomas Aquinas helps with the food preparation and
hosting the meal at the Catholic Multicultural Center the
first Thursday of every month. Cooks are needed from 13:30 PM and servers from 3:30-5:45. Signup sheets will be
out starting November 18-19. If you have some hours to
share, and would like to volunteer on this rewarding experience, please contact parish coordinator Fabio at
6 femar71@yahoo.com to learn more.

