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Discipleship Prayer 
Generous and loving God,  

You call us to be disciples  

of your  son Jesus and  

good stewards of all your  many gif ts. 

Open our  minds and hearts to  

a greater  awareness and  

deeper appreciat ion of your   

countless blessings. 

Transform us through the  

power of your Spir it   

to nur ture a stewardship way of l i fe 

marked by faith-f i l led prayer ,  

service to our  neighbor and  

generous shar ing. 

Teach us to be faithful servants  

of your  gif ts.   

With Mary’s help,  

may we return ten-fold  

the gif ts entrusted to us. 

Bless our  Par ish with  

a deepening devotion to prayer ,  

a growing commitment for  service, and 

increasing levels of generosity  

as we work to advance  

the mission of both  

our  par ish and diocese. 

We pray through Chr ist , our  Lord. 

Amen. Fr. Bart’s letter is continued on page 2 

Dear fellow disciples of Christ, 

With gratitude to Almighty God and to everyone in our parish family who has helped us 
by sharing financially with St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, I am happy to present to you our 
2016-2017 Annual Financial Report! As I look back on the past fiscal year (July 2016-
June 2017), my fourth as your pastor, I am struck by what a great blessing it is to be a 
part of St. Thomas Aquinas. I hope you feel as blessed as I do to be a part of this special 
family of faith. By working together with God, we accomplished a lot and met our  
financial goals! 

In this report, among other information, you will see how we performed financially in 
regard to four important areas: 1) Our Annual Budget; 2) Our Capital Improvement 
Fund; 3) The Annual Catholic Appeal; and 4) The Priests for Our Future Campaign. 

First, in regard to our Annual Budget, I am very pleased to report that our regular  
offertory income increased by $16,141 over last year, an increase of 1.5%. This is  
tremendous and shows a positive growth in giving by our generous parishioners! Our 
General Fund actually shows a positive net income of $1,405.04, indicating that we were 
responsible in our spending and able to pay our bills for the general operation of our  
parish.  One noteworthy improvement over last year was the fulfillment of our Outreach 
Funding.  Details of how the $30,000 of Outreach Funding was disbursed are on page 3.  
If you recall last year we fell short in our funding and took up a special collection for our 
St. Vincent de Paul Conference. 

Secondly, in regard to our Capital Improvement/Maintenance Fund, we had some  
expenses and major projects that caused a deficit of ($34,422) in that fund.  Some of the 
major expenses were the new boiler and heating system upgrades that cost $123,625, a 
down payment on a new roof and siding at the duplex of $11,000, a down payment on 
the new chairs of $11,000, and a final payment on the security system of $20,642.   
Together, our 2 main funds combined for an overall net loss of ($33,017.04).  We are 
looking to erase this deficit by January 2018 after we receive our next rebate check from 
the Priests for Our Future Over Goal Sharing (please see page 6 for more information).  

Thirdly, I would like to point out the generous response our parish continues to make to 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. The generosity of our parishioners towards our Diocesan 
Church is inspiring and I thank all those who so generously respond to this appeal year 
after year.  The parish level of participation remained steady this year, with 28% of our 
households (427 families) pledging to the ACA this year and acting to fulfill their pledge, 
compared to 430 last year.  Our goal for this year, and as we move into the future, will be 
to increase participation in this Appeal. 

Fourthly, I need to also draw our attention to the 336 generous households who helped us 
in our Priests for Our Future Campaign. What an overwhelming generous response we 
made in support of seminarian education! We raised 186% of our goal and have the  
potential once all of our pledges are paid in full to receive $523,000 as part of the over-
goal sharing.  All the over-goal sharing money will be placed in our Capital Improvement 
Fund. We have already received rebates totaling: 151,341.63. It is crucial that we fulfill 
our pledges in order to receive all the over-goal sharing funds. 

Finally, I would like to point out the progress we have made on one of our goals from last 
year, the formation of a new Building and Grounds Committee.  This committee was 
tasked to study our campus and facilities and make a comprehensive strategic plan for 
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Fr. Bart’s letter continued from page 1 

maintenance and capital improvements over the next five years 
that will help us to avoid undertaking too many projects at once 
by planning and prioritizing our needs (please see the chart  
below for more details). 

Looking ahead to this new Fiscal Year, our greatest new en-
deavor will be to communicate our New Five Year Vision Plan 
for our parish and begin to enact this plan.  The plan is totally 
comprehensive and includes all aspects of parish life.  The plan 
has as its main goal to respond to the crisis of discipleship in 
our Catholic Church by getting all the baptized members of our 
parish to participate in the New Evangelization called for by our 
last four popes.  For example, part of the New Evangelization is 
to use new methods of sharing our love for Jesus Christ with 

others.  We are now working to invest in ways we can engage 
people through social media.  Please pray for the success of this 
effort. 

This past year brought many blessings and some challenges. By 
working together and doing our fair share to contribute to the 
financial well-being of our parish, we can achieve our financial 
goals and continue to build the Kingdom of God here in  
Madison. 

Thank you for all you do to support our St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish family where we “Love God, Love Others, and  
Make Disciples!” 

Prayers, 

Fr. Bart Timmerman, Pastor 

Spring 2017 

Duplex residing and roof   $45,000 

Install railing in Sanctuary  $1,500 

Fix leak in upstairs Rectory bathroom shower $500 

Fall 2017 

Purchase new chairs for chapel  $17,000 

Gathering Area Display/ Info Booth  $1,000 

Early Spring 2018 

Lighting Upgrade in Church  $75,000 

Purchase new lawn mower  $8,000 

Summer 2018 

Remodel of  Choir Area and Reconciliation Room  $75,000 

First Phase Sound System Upgrade  $50,000 

Summer 2019 

Second Phase Sound System Upgrade  $50,000 

Social Hall Media Center  $10,000 

Upgrade Electrical in Kitchen, Social Hall, Etc.  $20,000 

Insulation of  Church and Religious Ed. $50,000  

Summer 2020 

Re-carpet Education Wing  $30,000 

Meeting Room Furnishings (Chairs, etc.)  $10,000 

Kitchen Remodel (including Serving Window)  $25,000 

Spring 2021 

Resurfacing of  Parking Lot  $25,000 

Summer 2021 

Final Sound System Upgrade  $20,000 

Office Workroom Renovation  $50,000 

Summer 2022 

Parish Complex Expansion  $200,000 

Five-Year Strategic Plan for Buildings and Grounds * 

*   All costs listed after 2017 are rough estimates 

Items not in the 5-year plan: 
Solar Panels, Sacristy bathroom, Portable Stage System, Bell Tower or  
Electronic Bells, new Church Sign on Old Sauk Road, Carpeting/Flooring 
of Gathering Area and Sacristy, Office Updates (carpeting, computers,  
furniture, etc.)  



Parish Outreach 

Love God.  Love O thers. Make Disciples. 
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One of the ways that St. Thomas Aquinas expresses its 
‘constant readiness to bring the love of Jesus to others’ is 
through our outreach funding.  Our financial donations make 
a concrete difference in people’s lives, and witness to our 
desire to share the Good News.  These donations support the 
dignity and value of each person, each of whom is a brother 
or sister in Christ Jesus and created in the image of our  
loving God. 

The St. Thomas Aquinas Outreach Funding Review Board 
(OFRB) consists of 5-7 parishioners and the parish outreach 
staff member.  The OFRB makes an annual recommendation 
to the pastor and pastoral council regarding the allocation of 
funds.  Recommendations are based on the following  
criteria:  

 A parish member must serve as an advocate for the or-
ganization, and facilitate the formal funding request. 

 Requests must be for a specific amount and address an 
explicit need. 

St. Thomas Aquinas Total Outreach 2016-17 

 Recipients will be balanced between diverse groups, in 
order to address a wide spectrum of needs. 

 Organizations need not be explicitly Catholic, but must 
be consistent with Catholic teachings. 

 Recipient organizations should provide the possibility 
of volunteer involvement by parishioners. 

For the past several years, priority has been placed on fund-
ing six core organizations, including three parish based or-
ganizations.  Those six core organizations are the STA St. 
Vincent de Paul Conference, the parish Christmas Food 
Baskets, the Catholic Multicultural Center, Lussier Com-
munity Education Center, the Women’s Care Center, and 
our sister parish in Waspam, Nicaragua.  The possibility of 
funding additional organizations is present, based on the 
parish’s financial situation at the end of the fiscal year.  The 
allocation for the 2016-2017 fiscal year is listed in the notes 
to the above chart. 

How Parish Portion of Outreach Funding Is Allocated and Distributed 

St. Ambrose Academy $110,000 *  

Combined National &  

     Internat ional Collect ions $25,597 

 

St. Vincent de Paul--STA Conference $23,664 * *  

Sisters of  Mary Morning Star  $9,114  

Conventual Franciscan Fr iars $5,570  

Westside Youth Ministry $4,714  

Lussier  Community Education Center  $4,000 * *  

Sister  Par ish--Waspam, Nicaragua $2,500 * *  

Catholic Char it ies $2,350 * *  

Women’s Care Center  $2,000 * *  

Other  Outreach $2,233 * *  
   

Total Outreach $206,292  

Catholic Mult icultural Center  $11,550 * *  

Care Net Pregnancy Center  $3,000 * *  

  St. Vincent de Paul--STA conference:  $7,500 

  Catholic Mult icultural Center :  $7,500 

  Lussier  Community Education Center :  $4,000 

  Care Net Pregnancy Center :  $3,000 

  Sister  Par ish--Waspam:  $2,500 

“Being a disciple means being constantly ready to bring the love of Jesus to others, 

and this can happen unexpectedly and in any place: on the street, in a city square, 

during work, on a journey.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 127) 

  Catholic Char it ies:  $1,500 

  Women’s Care Center :  $2,000 

  Other  Outreach includes 

      Chr istmas Food Baskets:  $1,000 

      Tr iangle Community Ministry:  $1,000 

 *  Est imated in-kind cost of host ing the Academy 

 * *  Total includes funds from $30,000 budgeted par ish outreach funding allocated as follows: 



 

Statement of Receipts & Disbursements -  
General & Building Funds 

FYE 6/30/16  FYE 6/30/17 

     

Receipts     

 Envelope & Offertory $1,148,904   $1,165,045  

 Bequests $10,000   $14,645  

 Debt Reduction (Bldg. Fund) $26,389   $28,392  

 Fundraising & Other Revenue $99,330   $67,229  

 Tuition & Religious Education Fees $27,815   $23,455  

     

     TOTAL CHURCH REVENUE $1,312,438   $1,298,766  

     

Expenses     

 Administrative & Maintenance    

     Salaries & Benefits $494,840   $516,997  

     Utilities & Maintenance $163,758   $142,710  

     Office, Communications, Outreach $162,915   $145,476  

     Diocesan Tax $91,986   $91,360  

 Religious Ed. & Liturgy    

     RE & Liturgy Salaries & Benefits $280,122   $322,093  

     RE & Liturgy Expenses $105,360   $78,493  

     

 TOTAL CHURCH EXPENSES $1,298,981   $1,297,129  

     
* General & Bldg. Fund Net Income $13,457   $1,637  

     

 Capital Improvement & Maint. Fund    

     FY Fund Income $117,699  $151,864 

     FY Improvement Fund Expenditures ($145,325  ($215,539) 

*    Cap. Imp. Fund Net Income (Loss) ($27,626)  ($63,676) 

 Memorial Fund Fund    

     FY Fund Income $17,160  $6,469 

     Fund Expenses ($33,085)  ($19,876) 
* Memorial Fund Net Income (Loss) ($15,925)  ($13,407) 

     

* Combined Net Income (Loss) , All Funds ($30,094)  ($75,446) 
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 Balance Sheet 6/30/2016  6/30/2017 

     

 Current Assets    

          Cash $153,245  $140,716 

         Other Current Assets $23,716  $21,007 

     

         Total Current Assets $176,961  $161,723 

     

 Property & Equipment    

         Church Land & Improvements $257,875   $257,875  

         Church Buildings, Equip. Furnishings $2,539,815   $2,540,273  

         RE Building, Equip. Furnishings $2,904,320  $2,904,320 

     

         Total Property & Equip. $5,702,010   $5,702,468  

     

         Less: Accum. Depreciation ($3,276,408)  ($3,357,139) 

     

        Net Property & Equipment $2,425,602  $2,345,329 

     

TOTAL 
ASSETS TOTAL ASSETS $2,602,563  $2,507,052 

     

     

 LIABILITIES    

     

    Current Liabilities $143,117  $157,612 

    Long Term Liabilities $178,589  $227,458 

 Total Liabilities $321,706  $385,070 

     

 Fund Balances    

    

     Capital Improvement & Maintenance Fund $29,253  ($34,422) 

     Memorial Fund $47,935  $34,527 

     General Fund (Net Assets) $2,202,669  $2,121,877 

      

Total  
Liabilities 
& Fund  
Balances Total Liabilities & Fund Balances $2,602,563  $2,507,052 

     

     

     

   

 

Diocesan collections and funds raised for the  
benefit of others, are recorded as liabilities when 
received, and are not considered church revenue.    

     

Notes to financial statements:  
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Parish Stew ardship of  Treasure 

Goal: ..................................................... $ 830,000.00 

Pledged over  5 years (to 2020): $ 1,541,779.00 

               186%  of  goal 

Collected to date: .............................. $ 1,120,494.00 

                                    135%  of  goal 

Potential over-goal shar ing total .......... $ 523,000.00 

Over-goal shar ing received to date ...... $ 151,341.63 

Families in par ish dur ing campaign: ................ 1,400 

Families who pledged: ........................................ 336 

Average gif t : ............................................. $ 4,588.63 

Annual Catholic Appeal 
Goal: ................................. $94,586 

Pledged: .......................... $128,187 

    136%  of  our goal 

Collected to date: ............ $118,798 

                   126%  of  our goal 

Number of  famil ies  

   pledging & fulf i l l ing pledge: . 427 

The Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA) is  

conducted in-pew in the spr ing each year  

to support the work of  the Diocese,  

including Catholic Char it ies,  

Evangelizat ion & Catechesis,  

Catholic schools, Seminar ian education, 

Diocesan & Par ish planning, Camp Gray, 

Hispanic Ministry, in addit ion to other  

educat ional oppor tunit ies for  clergy.  

Envelope Collect ion: ..................... $ 1,081,011 

Offertory Collect ion: .......................... $ 84,034 

Total Received: ......................... $ 1,165,045 

Number of households that  . . . 



Discipleship Committee 
“Living as God’s servants through prayer and worship.” 

St. Thomas Aquinas Discipleship Committee’s Mission Statement 

Purpose:  To encourage and assist all Baptized Catholics to develop a relationship with Jesus Christ the Son of the  
living God so they proclaim the Gospel through faith lived out in words, actions, and service. 

Responsibilities:   

 Continue to develop a prayer life enabling them to fall in love with the Lord and realize their identity in  
relationship with Him. 

 Help others to fall in love with the Lord and realize their identity in relationship with Him. 

 Encourage parishioners to read more about Jesus and our Catholic Faith. 

 Assist others to realize that by our Baptism we are called to be disciples of Christ, giving our lives over to  
Him and generously sharing our time, talent, and treasure. 

 Go out and share the Good News with others! 

Discipleship Committee Members 

Chair:  Open 

Secretary:  Denny O’Rourke 

Liaison to the Par ish Council:  Rober t Wiese 

Newsletter  Editor:  Carr ie Podehl 

Tina Ahedo 

Terr i Kopplin 

Dennis Murphy 

Tammy Murphy 
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Report on Legacy Giving 

By Holly I rving, Director of  Discipleship and Development  

The U.S. Catholic Bishops stated in the pastoral letter, Steward-

ship:  A Disciple’s Response, that good disciples and stewards 
do the following: 

“ As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them 

responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and return them 

with increase to the Lord.”  

“Planned Giving” or “Legacy Giving” is a wonderful way to live 
out this statement.  Legacy Giving (Planned Giving) is a finan-
cial gift made in the lifetime or death of the donor.  It offers you 
the opportunity to support the mission of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Parish by leaving a monetary gift.  Legacy Giving allows the 
parish to continue to distribute funds to organizations who are 
dependent on other’s generosity, i.e. St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
Waspam Nicaragua, Mgolole Orphanage, etc.  Legacy Giving 
helps to provide for a wide variety of programs such as Reli-
gious Education, Hispanic Ministry, Respite Care Team, etc.  It 
also ensures our Liturgies have current missals, lectionaries, at-
tractive vestments, and beautiful sacred vessels.   

The Legacy gift can be dedicated to a variety of uses in the  
parish: 

 ST. THOMAS AQUINAS’S GENERAL FUND:  These funds are unrestricted 
and will be used to supplement the everyday expenses of 
the parish. 

 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND:  These funds are restricted to be 
used for building improvements and maintenance projects. 

 ENDOWMENT FUND:  Funds will be invested through the 
“Catholic Foundation Fund”:  This fund is an opportunity 
to give a gift that will keep on giving! 

 UNRESTRICTED MEMORIAL GIFTS:  These gifts will be used for items 
necessary for the parish.  (Liturgical items, etc.)  

St. Thomas Aquinas would like to honor those who have given 
a legacy/memorial gift to the parish.  This will be accomplished 
by putting the name(s) of the person(s) who donated the funds 
on the Legacy Wall or in the Memorial book. 

Legacy Wall in the Gather ing Area  

with the Memor ial Book in front of i t . 

Gift Levels 
On Legacy Wall 

St. Thomas Aquinas Level:  $10,000 and up 

In Memorial Book 

St. Mother Theresa of Calcutta Level:  $5,000 to $9,999  

St. Pope John Paul II Level:  $2,000 to $4,999 

St. Pope John XIII Level:  $500 - $1,999 

Tim O’Rourke 

Kim Sloan 



If you have any ques ons or comments about this report, 

please contact Holly Irving, 

Director of Discipleship and Development, 

608. 833. 2600 

holly@stamadison.org. 

Pastoral Council 
Matt  Lee, Chair  

Regina McFarland, Secretary 

Stella Castellino 
Mary Crave 

Diana Jost  

Edgar Mart inez 

Mary Meier, ex-off icio, Finance Council 

Robert  Wiese, ex-off icio, Stewardship Committee 

Josh Brzeszkiewicz, ex-off icio, Human Concerns Commission 

Clare Bauer, Trustee Secretary  
Erik Gyr, staff  l iaison 

Rev. Bart  D. Timmerman 

Finance Council 
Greg Keller 

Anne Kies 

Mary Meier 

Jerry Rather 

Jim Rose, Trustee Treasurer  

Patrick O’Loughlin, staff  l iaison 

Rev. Bart  D. Timmerman 

Sacraments and Services Provided 

Love God.  Love Others. Make Disciples. 

Parish Councils, July 2016–June 2017 

Trustees 
Trustee— Secretary:  Clare Bauer  

Trustee— Treasurer:  Jim Rose 

Sacraments Provided 

 2016-17 2015-16 2014-15 2013-14 

Baptisms 70 62 79 63 

Received into church 2 2 3 0 

First Euchar ist 61 61 26 33 

Confirmation: total 25 46 33 32 

    Youth 22 37 20 24 

    Adult  3 9 13 8 

Marr iages 19 16 10 12 

Funerals 35 36 40 31 

Religious Educat ion/ Faith Format ion 

 2016-17 2015-16 2014-15 2013-14 

Grades Pre-K– 5 193 191 193 175 

Grades 6– 8 48 40 58 44 

Grades 9– 10 19 34 29 34 

Total est imated adults 341 308 170 159 

    Est. Non-Hispanic 318 278 107 115 

    Hispanic 23 30 63 44 


